
















 

City Engineer’s Report 

February 17, 2015 

Design Projects: 

 

City of Pharr Bicycle Accessible Improvements 

Engineer has completed 90% of the design; 90% has been submitted to TxDOT for review. The 

environmental consultant is currently working on the environmental document for the project.  

 

City of Pharr Pedestrian Improvements Project – Ridge Road 

  Plans and Specifications are about 40% completed.   

 

International Trade Center – Bridge 

 Architect has submitted 100% of construction plans. A meeting with staff was held to review 100% 

plans. 

 

Owassa Road 

  TxDOT has reviewed the environmental document for the project and has determined that the 

document is administratively complete.  The document can now proceed to technical review.   

 

Construction Projects: 

 

Capote Industrial Park & Pharr/Las Milpas Industrial Park Street Improvements 

  Award letter has been issued to Foremost Paving and contracts are underway. A pre-construction 

meeting has been scheduled for February 19, 2015.   

 

East Anaya Road 

Contracts have been signed with IOC Company and a pre-construction meeting was held on February 11, 

2015. Work will commence the first week in March.  

 

Egly & Sugar Drainage Detention Pond-Offsite Improvements 

 A bid opening was held on February 10, 2015. A total of four (4) bids were received.  

 

Moore Road Driveway at Pharr Police Department 

A small section of asphalt paving is pending to complete this project.  

 

Northside Park – Special Needs 

Contractor is currently working on the installation of the irrigation system. Installation of the playsets 

has begun. Letters have been sent to Texas Descon to submit a revised schedule but no response. 

 

Single Machine Repaving Project 1
st
 Year Program  

 Contract has been awarded to Cutler Repaving, Inc. for repaving work and IOC Company for Hot Mix 

Material. A pre-construction meeting has been scheduled for February 17
th

; work will begin February 

18
th

.  

 

South Pharr Sidewalk Improvements Project 

Stripping of crosswalks will begin this week. A preliminary walk-thru of the project has begun.   

 

Traffic Signal at Sugar & Sioux Road 

 A bid opening was held on January 30, 2015. Award recommendation is on the agenda.  

 

 



 

Wastewater Treatment Plant – Secondary Clarifier No. 1 Replacement 

 A bid opening was held on January 23, 2015. One bid was received from Associated Construction 

Partners, Ltd. Staff is currently reviewing the bid and company’s qualifications.  



 

 

 
 

Moore Road Driveway – Police Department; 90% Completed 
 

 
 

Northside Park – Special Needs; 75% Completed 



 

 
 

 
 

South Pharr Sidewalk Improvements Project; 95% Completed 

BEFORE 

AFTER 











   

i n t e r o f f i c e  

M E M O R A N D U M 
 

                                        
To:  Mayor and City Commission  

   

From:   Hilda Pedraza, TRMC City Clerk 

 

Subject:      Agenda Item – Submission of January 2015 Tax Collection Report 

 

Date:   February 17, 2015 

 

 

  

Report will be presented at the meeting. 

 

 

Thank you. 

 

 
 
 
 



Difference

FY 08/09 FY 09/10 FY 10/11 FY 11/12 FY 12/13 FY 13/14 FY 14/15

MONTH

OCT.  $              929,360  $              759,706  $              859,104  $              954,528  $           1,095,758  $          1,095,399 1,175,133             79,734$                 

NOV.                   966,454                   853,469                   934,857               1,025,682               1,009,747              1,064,491 1,272,920             208,429                 

DEC.               1,031,223                   713,001                   884,556                   914,194               1,065,676              1,151,064 1,255,599             104,534                 

JAN.                   845,773                   709,734                   849,909                   929,064               1,065,003              1,166,651 1,231,604             64,952                   

FEB. 897,043                                   884,137               1,029,775               1,214,454               1,132,199              1,301,266 

MAR.                   880,930                   764,227                   811,325                   959,178               1,014,839              1,090,660 

APR.                   827,859                   867,908                   857,093                   979,239               1,033,280              1,120,837 

MAY                   982,711               1,015,352               1,091,964               1,250,746               1,207,076              1,332,207 

JUN.                   872,035                   847,624                   925,577               1,098,232               1,075,570              1,239,819 

JUL.                   813,224                   840,234                   881,787               1,142,386               1,087,853              1,239,026 

AUG.                   976,485                   989,186               1,065,228               1,226,816               1,203,458              1,284,104 

SEP.                   817,638                   863,996                   960,373               1,131,188               1,034,174              1,183,373 

TOTAL 10,840,735$          10,108,574$          11,151,549$          12,825,707$          13,024,633$         14,268,899$         4,935,255$           457,649$               

AVERAGE PER MONTH

903,395$               842,381$               929,296$               1,068,809$            1,085,386$           1,189,075$           1,233,814$           

INCREASE/(DECREASE) IN SALES TAX COLLECTION

(61,013)$               86,915$                 139,513$               16,577$                 103,689$              457,649$              

INCREASE FROM PREVIOUS YEAR

-6.75% 10.32% 15.01% 1.55% 9.55% 10.22%

BUDGET VS. ACTUAL VARIANCE ANALYSIS

Budget - YTD 9,767,333$            9,955,067$            11,598,933$          13,443,500$         13,443,500$         14,980,000$         

Bud vs. Actual 341,241$               1,196,482$            1,226,774$            (418,867)$             825,399$              (10,044,745)$       

% Difference 10.73% 9.56% -3.22% 5.78% -203.53%

*NOT including $500,000 audit adjustment in Mar 2011

FY 14/15 - FY 

13/14 

City of Pharr

Sales Total Tax Analysis (2%) - Cash Basis



Difference

FY 08/09 FY 09/10 FY 10/11 FY 11/12 FY 12/13 FY 13/14 FY 14/15

MONTH

OCT.  $              697,020  $              569,780  $              644,328  $              715,896  $              821,818  $              821,549  $              881,349 59,800$          

NOV.                  724,840                  640,102                  701,143                  769,262                  757,310                  798,368  $              954,690 156,321$        

DEC.                  773,417                  534,751                  663,417                  685,645                  799,257                  863,298  $              941,699 78,401$          

JAN.                  634,330                  532,300                  637,432                  696,798                  798,752                  874,989  $              923,703 48,714$          

FEB.                  672,782                  663,103                  772,331                  910,841                  849,149                  975,950 

MAR.                  660,698                  573,170                  608,494                  719,383                  761,129                  817,995 

APR.                  620,894                  650,931                  642,820                  734,429                  774,960                  840,628 

MAY                  737,033                  761,514                  818,973                  938,060                  905,307                  999,155 

JUN.                  654,026                  635,718                  694,182                  823,674                  806,678                  929,864 

JUL.                  609,918                  630,175                  661,340                  856,789                  815,890                  929,270 

AUG.                  732,364                  741,889                  798,921                  920,112                  902,594                  963,078 

SEP.                  613,229                  647,997                  720,280                  848,391                  775,630                  887,530 

TOTAL 8,130,552$           7,581,430$           8,363,662$           9,619,280$           9,768,475$           10,701,674$         3,701,441$           343,237$        

AVERAGE PER MONTH

677,546$               631,786$               696,972$               801,607$               814,040$               891,806$               925,360$               

INCREASE/(DECREASE) IN SALES TAX COLLECTION

(549,121)$             782,231$               1,255,619$           149,195$               933,199$               343,237$               

INCREASE FROM PREVIOUS YEAR

-6.75% 10.32% 15.01% 1.55% 9.55% 10.22%

BUDGET VS. ACTUAL VARIANCE ANALYSIS

Budget - YTD 7,325,500$           7,466,300$           8,699,200$           10,082,625$         10,082,625$         11,235,000$         

Bud vs. Actual 255,930$               897,362$               920,080$               (314,150)$             619,049$               (7,533,559)$          

% Difference 3.38% 10.73% 9.56% -3.22% 5.78% -203.53%

*NOT including $500,000 audit adjustment in Mar 2011

FY 14/15 - FY 

13/14 

City of Pharr

Sales Tax Analysis - City & Prop Tax Relief (1.5%) - Cash Basis



Regular City Tax (1%)

FY 14/15 FY 13/14 $ Change % Change

October 627,799.50$              575,532.10$              52,267.40$                9.08%

November 615,801.85 583,325.69 32,476.16 5.57%

December 701,743.00 650,633.14 51,109.86 7.86%

January 0.00 545,330.03

February 0.00 560,418.71

March 0.00 666,113.53

April 0.00 619,909.50

May 0.00 619,513.00

June 0.00 642,052.07

July 0.00 591,686.70

August 0.00 587,566.25

September 0.00 636,459.96

  Totals 1,945,344.35$           7,278,540.65$           135,853.43$              7.51%

Credit In Lieu of Property Tax (.5%)

FY 14/15 FY 13/14 $ Change % Change

October 313,899.75$              287,766.05$              26,133.70$                9.08%

November 307,900.92 291,662.84 16,238.08 5.57%

December 350,871.50 325,316.57 25,554.93 7.86%

January 0.00 272,665.01

February 0.00 280,209.35

March 0.00 333,056.76

April 0.00 309,954.75

May 0.00 309,756.50

June 0.00 321,026.04

July 0.00 295,843.35

August 0.00 293,783.13

September 0.00 318,229.98

  Totals 972,672.17$              3,639,270.32$           67,926.71$                7.51%

PEDC (.5%)

FY 14/15 FY 13/14 $ Change % Change

October 313,899.75$              287,766.05$              26,133.70$                9.08%

November 307,900.92 291,662.84 16,238.08 5.57%

December 350,871.50 325,316.57 25,554.93 7.86%

January 0.00 272,665.01

February 0.00 280,209.35

March 0.00 333,056.76

April 0.00 309,954.75

May 0.00 309,756.50

June 0.00 321,026.04

July 0.00 295,843.35

August 0.00 293,783.13

September 0.00 318,229.98

  Totals 972,672.17$              3,639,270.32$           67,926.71$                7.51%

Total Sales Tax (2%)

FY 14/15 FY 13/14 $ Change FY 14/15  Budget

October 1,255,599.00$           1,151,064.20$           104,534.80$              1,248,333.33$            

City of Pharr

Annual Sales Tax Activity Analysis FY 14/15 - GAAP Basis



November 1,231,603.69             1,166,651.37             64,952.32 1,248,333.33              

December 1,403,486.00             1,301,266.27             102,219.73 1,248,333.33              

January -                             1,090,660.05             

February -                             1,120,837.41             

March -                             1,332,227.05             

April -                             1,239,819.00             

May -                             1,239,026.00             

June -                             1,284,104.14             

July -                             1,183,373.39             

August -                             1,175,132.50             

September -                             1,272,919.91             

  Totals 3,890,688.69$           14,557,081.29$         271,706.85$              3,745,000.00$            

7.51%



FY 13/14 Cum Change

52,267.40$                     

84,743.56                       

135,853.43                     

FY 13/14 Cum Change

26,133.70$                     

42,371.78                       

67,926.71                       

FY 13/14 Cum Change

26,133.70$                     

42,371.78                       

67,926.71                       

Actual vs. Budget

7,265.67$                       

City of Pharr

Annual Sales Tax Activity Analysis FY 14/15 - GAAP Basis



(16,729.64)                      

155,152.67                     

0.97%

145,688.69$                   Total

109,266.52                     City Portion



Valley  Net Payment  Payment % Change  2015 Payments  2014 Payments % Change
Rank City  This Period  Prior Year  To Date  To Date 

1 Weslaco 1,417,644.00 1,192,395.00 18.89% 2,334,605.00 2,084,449.00 12.00%

2 Brownsville 4,200,802.00 3,798,589.00 10.59% 7,145,929.00 6,622,082.00 7.91%

3 San Juan 307,703.00 284,387.00 8.20% 575,105.00 543,746.00 5.77%

4 Harlingen 2,423,287.00 2,245,791.00 7.90% 4,108,707.00 3,958,213.00 3.80%

5 Pharr 1,403,486.00 1,301,266.00 7.86% 2,635,090.00 2,467,918.00 6.77%

6 McAllen 7,833,252.00 7,719,969.00 1.47% 13,193,479.00 12,821,214.00 2.90%

7 Mercedes 1,131,026.00 1,114,932.00 1.44% 1,999,824.00 1,876,076.00 6.60%

8 Mission 1,565,266.00 1,547,348.00 1.16% 2,825,986.00 2,750,692.00 2.74%

9 Alamo 368,729.00 369,845.00 -0.30% 651,511.00 661,245.00 -1.47%

10 Edinburg 2,087,133.00 2,140,298.00 -2.48% 3,628,746.00 3,585,132.00 1.22%

1 Weslaco 1,417,644.00 1,192,395.00 18.89% 2,334,605.00 2,084,449.00 12.00%

2 Brownsville 4,200,802.00 3,798,589.00 10.59% 7,145,929.00 6,622,082.00 7.91%

3 Pharr 1,403,486.00 1,301,266.00 7.86% 2,635,090.00 2,467,918.00 6.77%

4 Mercedes 1,131,026.00 1,114,932.00 1.44% 1,999,824.00 1,876,076.00 6.60%

5 San Juan 307,703.00 284,387.00 8.20% 575,105.00 543,746.00 5.77%

6 Harlingen 2,423,287.00 2,245,791.00 7.90% 4,108,707.00 3,958,213.00 3.80%

7 McAllen 7,833,252.00 7,719,969.00 1.47% 13,193,479.00 12,821,214.00 2.90%

8 Mission 1,565,266.00 1,547,348.00 1.16% 2,825,986.00 2,750,692.00 2.74%

9 Edinburg 2,087,133.00 2,140,298.00 -2.48% 3,628,746.00 3,585,132.00 1.22%

10 Alamo 368,729.00 369,845.00 -0.30% 651,511.00 661,245.00 -1.47%

17,212,569.00 16,677,173.00 3.11% 29,755,445.00 28,533,686.00 4.11%

569,759,229.00 526,025,107.00 7.68% 971,611,998.00 901,170,001.00 7.25%

SALES TAX STATE COLLECTION RGV COMPARISON - FEBRUARY 2015

HIDALGO COUNTY 

STATE TOTALS

Rank Based on Current Month Activity

Rank Based on Calendar Year 2015 To Date Activity



CITY OF PHARR

SALES TAX 5 YEAR TREND ANALYSIS

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

FY 10/11 24.06% 19.75% 16.47% 6.16% -1.25% 7.55% 9.20% 4.95% 7.69% 11.15% 11.11% 9.72%

FY 11/12 3.35% 9.31% 17.93% 18.22% 14.25% 14.54% 18.65% 29.55% 15.17% 17.79% 14.80% -1.55%

FY 12/13 16.57% 14.63% -6.77% 5.80% 5.52% -3.49% -2.06% -4.77% -1.90% -8.58% -0.03% 5.42%

FY 13/14 8.01% 9.54% 14.93% 7.47% 8.47% 10.37% 15.27% 13.90% 6.70% 14.43% 7.28% 19.58%

FY 14/15 9.08% 5.57% 7.86%
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Chart Title 

FY 10/11 FY 11/12 FY 12/13 FY 13/14 FY 14/15



Regular City Tax (1%)

FY 13/14 FY 12/13 $ Change % Change FY 12/13 Cum Change

October 575,532.10$              532,838.03$              42,694.07$                8.01% 42,694.07$                     

November 583,325.69 532,501.58 50,824.11 9.54% 93,518.18                       

December 650,633.14 566,099.42 84,533.72 14.93% 178,051.90                     

January 545,330.03 507,419.45 37,910.58 7.47% 215,962.48                     

February 560,418.71 516,640.11 43,778.59 8.47% 259,741.07                     

March 666,113.53 603,537.88 62,575.65 10.37% 322,316.72                     

April 619,909.50 537,785.19 82,124.31 15.27% 404,441.03                     

May 619,513.00 543,926.65 75,586.36 13.90% 480,027.38                     

June 642,052.07 601,729.22 40,322.85 6.70% 520,350.24                     

July 591,686.70 517,086.83 74,599.86 14.43% 594,950.10                     

August 587,566.25 547,699.43 39,866.82 7.28% 634,816.93                     

September 636,459.96 532,245.66 104,214.30 19.58% 739,031.22                     

  Totals 7,278,540.65$           6,539,509.43$           739,031.22$              11.30%

Credit In Lieu of Property Tax (.5%)

FY 13/14 FY 12/13 $ Change % Change FY 12/13 Cum Change

October 287,766.05$              266,419.01$              21,347.04$                8.01% 21,347.04$                     

November 291,662.84 266,250.79 25,412.05 9.54% 46,759.09                       

December 325,316.57 283,049.71 42,266.86 14.93% 89,025.95                       

January 272,665.01 253,709.73 18,955.29 7.47% 107,981.24                     

February 280,209.35 258,320.06 21,889.30 8.47% 129,870.54                     

March 333,056.76 301,768.94 31,287.82 10.37% 161,158.36                     

April 309,954.75 268,892.60 41,062.16 15.27% 202,220.51                     

May 309,756.50 271,963.32 37,793.18 13.90% 240,013.69                     

June 321,026.04 300,864.61 20,161.43 6.70% 260,175.12                     

July 295,843.35 258,543.42 37,299.93 14.43% 297,475.05                     

August 293,783.13 273,849.71 19,933.41 7.28% 317,408.46                     

September 318,229.98 266,122.83 52,107.15 19.58% 369,515.61                     

  Totals 3,639,270.32$           3,269,754.71$           369,515.61$              11.30%

PEDC (.5%)

FY 13/14 FY 12/13 $ Change % Change FY 12/13 Cum Change

October 287,766.05$              266,419.01$              21,347.04$                8.01% 21,347.04$                     

November 291,662.84 266,250.79 25,412.05 9.54% 46,759.09                       

December 325,316.57 283,049.71 42,266.86 14.93% 89,025.95                       

January 272,665.01 253,709.73 18,955.29 7.47% 107,981.24                     

February 280,209.35 258,320.06 21,889.30 8.47% 129,870.54                     

March 333,056.76 301,768.94 31,287.82 10.37% 161,158.36                     

April 309,954.75 268,892.60 41,062.16 15.27% 202,220.51                     

May 309,756.50 271,963.32 37,793.18 13.90% 240,013.69                     

June 321,026.04 300,864.61 20,161.43 6.70% 260,175.12                     

July 295,843.35 258,543.42 37,299.93 14.43% 297,475.05                     

August 293,783.13 273,849.71 19,933.41 7.28% 317,408.46                     

September 318,229.98 266,122.83 52,107.15 19.58% 369,515.61                     

  Totals 3,639,270.32$           3,269,754.71$           369,515.61$              11.30%

Total Sales Tax (2%)

FY 13/14 FY 12/13 $ Change FY 13/14 Budget Actual vs. Budget

October 1,151,064.20$           1,065,676.05$           85,388.15$                1,120,291.67$            30,772.53$                     

November 1,166,651.37             1,065,003.16             101,648.21 1,120,291.67              46,359.70                       

December 1,301,266.27             1,132,198.83             169,067.44 1,120,291.67              180,974.60                     

January 1,090,660.05             1,014,838.90             75,821.15 1,120,291.67              (29,631.62)                      

February 1,120,837.41             1,033,280.22             87,557.19 1,120,291.67              545.74                            

March 1,332,227.05             1,207,075.76             125,151.29 1,120,291.67              211,935.38                     

April 1,239,819.00             1,075,570.38             164,248.62 1,120,291.67              119,527.33                     

May 1,239,026.00             1,087,853.29             151,172.71 1,120,291.67              118,734.33                     

June 1,284,104.14             1,203,458.43             80,645.71 1,120,291.67              163,812.47                     

July 1,183,373.39             1,034,173.66             149,199.73 1,120,291.67              63,081.72                       

August 1,175,132.50             1,095,398.85             79,733.65 1,120,291.67              54,840.83                       

September 1,272,919.91             1,064,491.32             208,428.59 1,120,291.67              152,628.24                     

  Totals 14,557,081.29$         13,079,018.85$         1,478,062.44$           13,443,500.00$          1,113,581.29$                

City of Pharr

Annual Sales Tax Activity Analysis FY 13/14- GAAP Basis



Regular City Tax (1%)

FY 12/13 FY 11/12 $ Change % Change FY 12/13 Cum Change

October 532,838.03$              457,096.97$              75,741.06$                16.57% 75,741.06$                     

November 532,501.58 464,532.23 67,969.35 14.63% 143,710.41                     

December 566,099.42 607,227.03 (41,127.61) -6.77% 102,582.79                     

January 507,419.45 479,588.80 27,830.65 5.80% 130,413.44                     

February 516,640.11 489,619.52 27,020.59 5.52% 157,434.04                     

March 603,537.88 625,373.10 (21,835.22) -3.49% 135,598.82                     

April 537,785.19 549,115.89 (11,330.70) -2.06% 124,268.12                     

May 543,926.65 571,192.93 (27,266.29) -4.77% 97,001.84                       

June 601,729.22 613,408.23 (11,679.01) -1.90% 85,322.83                       

July 517,086.83 565,593.77 (48,506.94) -8.58% 36,815.89                       

August 547,699.43 547,878.92 (179.49) -0.03% 36,636.40                       

September 532,245.66 504,873.35 27,372.31 5.42% 64,008.71                       

  Totals 6,539,509.43$           6,475,500.72$           64,008.71$                0.99%

Credit In Lieu of Property Tax (.5%)

FY 12/13 FY 11/12 $ Change % Change FY 12/13 Cum Change

October 266,419.01$              228,548.49$              37,870.53$                16.57% 37,870.53$                     

November 266,250.79 232,266.12 33,984.68 14.63% 71,855.20                       

December 283,049.71 303,613.52 (20,563.81) -6.77% 51,291.40                       

January 253,709.73 239,794.40 13,915.33 5.80% 65,206.72                       

February 258,320.06 244,809.76 13,510.30 5.52% 78,717.02                       

March 301,768.94 312,686.55 (10,917.61) -3.49% 67,799.41                       

April 268,892.60 274,557.94 (5,665.35) -2.06% 62,134.06                       

May 271,963.32 285,596.47 (13,633.14) -4.77% 48,500.92                       

June 300,864.61 306,704.11 (5,839.51) -1.90% 42,661.41                       

July 258,543.42 282,796.88 (24,253.47) -8.58% 18,407.95                       

August 273,849.71 273,939.46 (89.75) -0.03% 18,318.20                       

September 266,122.83 252,436.68 13,686.16 5.42% 32,004.35                       

  Totals 3,269,754.71$           3,237,750.36$           32,004.35$                0.99%

PEDC (.5%)

FY 12/13 FY 11/12 $ Change % Change FY 12/13 Cum Change

October 266,419.01$              228,548.49$              37,870.53$                16.57% 37,870.53$                     

November 266,250.79 232,266.12 33,984.68 14.63% 71,855.20                       

December 283,049.71 303,613.52 (20,563.81) -6.77% 51,291.40                       

January 253,709.73 239,794.40 13,915.33 5.80% 65,206.72                       

February 258,320.06 244,809.76 13,510.30 5.52% 78,717.02                       

March 301,768.94 312,686.55 (10,917.61) -3.49% 67,799.41                       

April 268,892.60 274,557.94 (5,665.35) -2.06% 62,134.06                       

May 271,963.32 285,596.47 (13,633.14) -4.77% 48,500.92                       

June 300,864.61 306,704.11 (5,839.51) -1.90% 42,661.41                       

July 258,543.42 282,796.88 (24,253.47) -8.58% 18,407.95                       

August 273,849.71 273,939.46 (89.75) -0.03% 18,318.20                       

September 266,122.83 252,436.68 13,686.16 5.42% 32,004.35                       

  Totals 3,269,754.71$           3,237,750.36$           32,004.35$                0.99%

Total Sales Tax (2%)

FY 12/13 FY 11/12 $ Change FY 12/13 Budget Actual vs. Budget

October 1,065,676.05$           914,193.94$              151,482.11$              1,120,291.67$            (54,615.62)$                    

November 1,065,003.16             929,064.46                135,938.70 1,120,291.67              (55,288.51)                      

December 1,132,198.83             1,214,454.06             (82,255.23) 1,120,291.67              11,907.16                       

January 1,014,838.90             959,177.60                55,661.30 1,120,291.67              (105,452.77)                    

February 1,033,280.22             979,239.03                54,041.19 1,120,291.67              (87,011.45)                      

March 1,207,075.76             1,250,746.20             (43,670.44) 1,120,291.67              86,784.09                       

April 1,075,570.38             1,098,231.77             (22,661.39) 1,120,291.67              (44,721.29)                      

May 1,087,853.29             1,142,385.86             (54,532.57) 1,120,291.67              (32,438.38)                      

June 1,203,458.43             1,226,816.45             (23,358.02) 1,120,291.67              83,166.76                       

July 1,034,173.66             1,131,187.53             (97,013.87) 1,120,291.67              (86,118.01)                      

August 1,095,398.85             1,095,757.84             (358.99) 1,120,291.67              (24,892.82)                      

September 1,064,491.32             1,009,746.70             54,744.62 1,120,291.67              (55,800.35)                      

  Totals 13,079,018.85$         12,951,001.44$         128,017.41$              13,443,500.00$          (364,481.15)$                  

City of Pharr

Annual Sales Tax Activity Analysis FY 12/13 - GAAP Basis



















































































 

MINUTES 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR-SPECIAL CALLED MEETING 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 2015 AT 5:00 P.M. 

118 SOUTH CAGE 2ND FLOOR 
 

 The Board of Commissioners of the City of Pharr, Texas, met in a Regular-
Special Called Meeting on Thursday, January 22, 2015 and following is the record of 
attendance.  
 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Leopoldo Palacios Jr. 
 Mayor Pro-Tem Adan Farias  
 Comm. Arturo Cortez 
 Comm. Roberto Carrillo 
 Comm. Oscar Elizondo, Jr. 
 Comm. Edmund Maldonado, Jr.  
 Comm. Aquiles Garza   
  
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:  None 
        
STAFF PRESENT:                                     Fred Sandoval, City Manager 
 David Garza, Asst. City Mgr./Utilities Dir. 
   Aida Vega, Administrative Assistant 
 Juan Guerra, Chief Financial Officer 
 Ruben Villescas, Police Chief  
 Jaime Guzman, Fire Chief 
 Frank Marin, Parks & Recreation Dir. 
 Roy Garcia, Public Works Director 
 Fred Brouwen, Director of Operations 
 Edward Wylie, Pharr Dev. Services Dir. 
 Adolfo Garcia, Library Director 
 Raul Garza, Admin. Services Director 
 Gary Rodriguez, Public Information Officer 
 Jason Arms, I.T. Director 
 Roel Garza, Athletics Director 
 Roy S. Garcia, Pharr Events Center 
 Tony Sandoval, EDC Asst. Director 
 Sergio Contreras, External Affairs Dir. 
 
CITY ATTORNEY                                         Michael Pruneda, City Attorney 
CITY ENGINEER  Bill Ueckert, City Engineer  
   
ITEM 1  CALL TO ORDER: 
 
 Mayor Palacios called the meeting to order at 12:47 p.m. Roll Call established a 
quorum. 
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A) ROLL CALL AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE EXCUSING OF ANY 

ABSENT MEMBER OF THE GOVERNING BODY 
   
 All present.  
 

B) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE / INVOCATION 
 
 Gary Rodriguez led in the pledge of allegiance and said the prayer. 
 
ITEM 2 PROCLAMATIONS: 
 

A) PRESENTATION OF PROCLAMATION PROCLAIMING NATIONAL 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING PREVENTION MONTH 

 
 Mayor Palacios read Proclamation proclaiming National Human Trafficking 
Prevention Month and presented it to Crystal Soto, Liaison. 
 
 Crystal Soto, Pharr Police Department Human Trafficking Liaison/Secretary to 
the Rio Grande Valley Human Trafficking Coalition, accepted the proclamation and 
thanked the board for recognizing the month of January as Human Trafficking 
Awareness Month.  She stated their main focus is to bring awareness and attention to 
the crime of human trafficking for the community, victims and service providers. 
 
ITEM 3 CITY MANAGER’S REPORTS: 
        

A) City Engineer’s Report - Bill Ueckert 
B) Submission of monthly report – Pharr Municipal Court 
C) Submission of December 2014 Tax Collection Report 
D) Submission of January 2015 Sales Tax Report 
E) City events of interest 
F) Legislative/Project Update 

 
 Mayor Palacios introduced the item. 
 

Fred Sandoval, City Manager, stated the City Engineer was in the audience and 
any questions on projects could be entertained at this time. 

 
Comm. Carrillo asked for a status of the entrance on the Produce Park 

Subdivision. 
 
David Garza, Assistant City Manager, stated he had spoken to Javier Hinojosa, 

Engineer, to verify the quantities and see if the contractor would be returning to finish 
the work. He stated the cost for the completion was below $50,000 and the city could be 
able to obtain three (3) quotes and complete the project quickly. 
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Fred Sandoval, City Manager, reported January sales tax was at a 5½ % growth 
which was better that what had been budgeted. He reported City Hall on Call would take 
place next Friday, January 30, 2015 with Operation Clean Sweep taking place on 
Saturday January 31, 2015 and extended an invitation to the Board to attend.  

 
Sergio Contreras, External Affairs Director, presented an itinerary to the Board 

on the upcoming RGV Legislative Tour scheduled for tomorrow, Friday January 23, 
2015 from 12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. He stated between forty-five (45) and fifty (50) 
Legislators and staff would be attending the tour and approximately fifteen (15) of them 
would be non-valley legislators who would be touring the Pharr Bridge and other 
locations in Hidalgo County. He reported Homeland Security Committee would be in 
town on Sunday, January 25, 2015. He reported Homeland Security Chairman, Michael 
McCaul filed House Resolution 399 “Secure Our Borders First Act of 2015” which calls 
for an additional 27 miles of border fence in the valley and a biometric exit system. He 
stated the agency would double the authorization of operation Stonegarden Grants for 
local law enforcement agencies. He further reported RGV Day would take place on 
February 10, 2015 and Mid Valley Day would take place on February 11, 2015 where 
Representative Mando Martinez would be recognizing the City of Pharr with a 
resolution. 

 
Fred Sandoval, City Manager, gave an update on the STC Campus stating he 

had met with STC representatives yesterday on the status of the Law Enforcement 
Center for Excellence Facility which was moving forward. 
 
ITEM 4 CONSENT AGENDA: (All items listed under consent Agenda are 

considered to be routine and non-controversial by the Governing Body 
and will be enacted by one motion.  Any Commissioner may remove 
items from the consent agenda by making such request prior to a 
motion and vote on the Consent Agenda) 

 
A) APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR December 2, 2014 – REGULAR 

CALLED MEETING, DECEMBER 16, 2014 – REGULAR CALLED 
MEETING, AND JANUARY 8, 2015 REGULAR-SPECIAL CALLED 
MEETING 

   
B) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY,  AUTHORIZING CITY 

MANAGER TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS FOR THE FINANCING OF 
PAVING MACHINES 
 

C) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON PLANNING & ZONING 
CASES: 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
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1. Charles L. Mercer, d/b/a Carino’s Italian Grill, requested renewal of the Conditional Use 
Permit to allow the sale of alcoholic beverages for on-premise consumption in a General 
Business District (C). The property is legally described as Lots 4A and 5A, Paradise 
Commercial Park Subdivision, Pharr, Hidalgo County, Texas. The property's physical 
address is 601 South Jackson Road. 

 
2. Mauricio Jaramillo, d/b/a Regency Hall, requested renewal of the Conditional Use Permit 

to allow the sale of alcoholic beverages for on-premise consumption in a Heavy 
Commercial District (H-C). The property is legally described as Lots 10 and 11, Maco 
Business Center Subdivision, Pharr, Hidalgo County, Texas. The property’s physical 
address is 207 East Ferguson Avenue.  

 
3. Cantina Bar and Grill, requested a Conditional Use Permit and Late Hours Permit to allow 

the sale of alcoholic beverages for on-premise consumption in a General Business 
District (C). The property is legally described as Lot 187, Valle De La Primavera 
Subdivision, Pharr, Hidalgo County, Texas. The property’s physical address is 6905 
South Jackson Road. 

 
4. Rio Laguna, Inc., owner, requested a change of zone from a High Density Multi-Family 

District (R-4) to a General Business District (C).  The property is legally described as Lot 
1, Empire No. 2 Subdivision, Pharr, Hidalgo County, Texas. The property’s physical 
address is 1200 West Hummingbird Court. 

 
5. Gary Edenburn representing Crown Castle International Corporation, requested a Life-of-

the-Use Conditional Use Permit to allow an existing telecommunication tower in a 
General Business District (C). The property is legally described as 0.034 of an acre, more 
or less, out of Lot 6, Henderson Plaza Subdivision Phase 2, Pharr, Hidalgo County, 
Texas. The property is physically located at 836 North Cage Boulevard.  

 
6. Gary Edenburn representing Sprint Spectrum, LP, requested a Life-of-the-Use 

Conditional Use Permit to allow the co-location of telecommunication equipment on an 
existing tower in a General Business District (C). The property is legally described as 
0.034 of an acre, more or less, out of Lot 6, Henderson Plaza Subdivision Phase 2, 
Pharr, Hidalgo County, Texas. The property is physically located at 836 North Cage 
Boulevard. 

 
7. Katy Swenson, representing Sprint Spectrum, LP, requested a Life-of-the-Use 

Conditional Use Permit to allow the co-location of telecommunication equipment on an 
existing tower in an Agricultural Open-Space District (A-O). The property is legally 
described as 0.034 – 1.34 of an acre, more or less, out of Lot 192, Kelly-Pharr 
Subdivision, Pharr, Hidalgo County, Texas. The property is physically located at 806 
South Veterans Boulevard. 

 
8. Gary Edenburn representing Crown Castle International Corporation, requested a Life-of-

the-Use Conditional Use Permit to allow an existing telecommunication tower in a Single 
Family Residential District (R-1). The property is legally described as 0.021 of an acre, 
more or less, out of Lot 184, Kelly-Pharr Subdivision, Pharr, Hidalgo County, Texas. The 
property is physically located at 1011 West Kelly Avenue. 

 
9. Gary Edenburn representing Sprint Spectrum, LP, requested a Life-of-the-Use 

Conditional Use Permit to allow the co-location of telecommunication equipment in a 
Single Family Residential District (R-1). The property is legally described as 0.021 of an 
acre, more or less, out of Lot 184, Kelly-Pharr Subdivision, Pharr, Hidalgo County, Texas. 
The property is physically located at 1011 West Kelly Avenue. 

 

 Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced items 4A through 4C (9). 
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 Mayor Palacios opened the public hearing and called upon Jose Perez and Ken 
Fletcher who had signed up to speak. Due to neither applicant being present, Mayor 
Palacios closed the public hearing. 
 
 Comm. Carrillo moved to approve items 4A through 4C (9) under the consent 
agenda. Comm. Maldonado seconded the motion and when put to a vote, it carried 
unanimously. 
 
REGULAR AGENDA – OPEN SESSION: 
 
ITEM 5  ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS: 
 

A) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON ORDINANCE 
ESTABLISHING THE POSITIONS OF ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 
AND DEPUTY CITY MANAGER 

 
Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and stated this was the third 

and final reading of the ordinance and recommended approval. 
 
Comm. Maldonado moved to approve. Comm. Elizondo seconded the motion 

and when put to a vote, it carried unanimously. 
 

B) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON ORDINANCE AMENDING 
ORDINANCE NO. O-2014-43 FOR BUDGET AMENDMENTS TO THE 
FY 2014-2015 BUDGET 

 
Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item. 
 
Juan Guerra, Finance Director, went over the amendments. 
 
Comm. Garza moved to approve. Comm. Elizondo seconded the motion and 

when put to a vote, it carried unanimously. 
 

C) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON ORDINANCE DIRECTING 
CITY MANAGER  TO VACATE, ABANDON AND CLOSE A PORTION 
OF A 20 FOOT (NOT OPEN) ALLEY LYING BETWEEN THE EAST 2.5 
FEET OF LOT 3, ALL OF LOTS 4 THROUGH 8, INCLUSIVE; THE 
WEST 13 FEET OF LOT 9, THE WEST 31 FEET OF LOT 20; ALL OF 
LOT 21, AND THE EAST 46.2 FEET OF LOT 22, ALL IN BLOCK 1, 
EULA YOUNG SUBDIVISION, PHARR, HIDALGO COUNTY, TEXAS 
FINDING THAT SAID RIGHT-OF-WAY IS NO LONGER NEEDED; AND 
ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

 
Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and recommended approval. 
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Comm. Maldonado moved to approve.  Comm. Farias seconded the motion and 
when put to a vote, it carried unanimously. 

 
D) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON RESOLUTION 

RATIFYING RE-SCHEDULING THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING OF 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2015 

 
 Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and recommended approval. 
 
 Comm. Carrillo moved to approve. Comm. Elizondo seconded the motion and 
when put to a vote, it carried unanimously. 
 

E) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON RESOLUTION 
DECLARING AND CLARIFYING INTENT FOR PROPERTY LOCATED 
WITHIN THE INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER 
COMMISSION REGULATORY FLOODWAY 

 
Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and stated this resolution was 

for the 132 acres that were purchased in the floodway and this was mandated to get 
International Boundary and Water Commission clearance to proceed with the projects 
for that area. 

 
Comm. Carrillo moved to approve. Comm. Elizondo seconded the motion and 

when put to a vote, it carried unanimously. 
 
ITEM 6  ADMINISTRATIVE: 
 

A) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON OFFER TO PURCHASE 
REAL PROPERTY, LEGALLY DESCRIBED AS LOTS 25 & 26, PHARR 
ORIGINAL TOWNSITE, PHARR, HIDALGO COUNTY, TEXAS 

 
 Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and recommended denial. 
 
 Comm. Carrillo moved to deny. Comm. Maldonado seconded the motion and 
when put to a vote, it carried unanimously. 
 

B) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON SALE AND/OR AUCTION 
OF PROPERTY LEGALLY DESCRIBED AS LOT 22, BLOCK 4, 
COLONIA DE AMIGOS, PHARR, HIDALGO COUNTY, TEXAS 

 
 Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and recommended approval. 
 
 Comm. Carrillo moved to approve the sale. Comm. Elizondo seconded the 
motion and when put to a vote, it carried unanimously. 
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C) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, AWARDING BID FOR THE 
PURCHASE & DELIVERY OF CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS (TY “D” 
HMAC, TY F GR 3 CALICHE, PRIME COAT MC-30) FOR E. ANAYA 
ROAD-CDBG PROJECT 

 
 Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and recommended approval. 
 
 Comm. Farias moved to approve.  Comm. Garza seconded the motion and 
when put to a vote, it carried unanimously. 
 

D) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, AWARDING BID FOR THE 
PURCHASE & DELIVERY OF TY “D” HMAC (LIMESTONE 
AGGREGATE) FOR SINGLE MACHINE REPAVING  PROJECT 1ST 
YEAR PROGRAM 

 
 Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and recommended approval. 
 
 Comm. Carrillo moved to approve. Comm. Cortez seconded the motion and 
when put to a vote, it carried unanimously. 
 

E) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, AWARDING BID FOR THE 
SINGLE MACHINE REPAVING PROJECT 1ST YEAR PROGRAM 

 
 Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and recommended approval. 
 
 Comm. Carrillo moved to approve. Comm. Cortez seconded the motion and 
when put to a vote, it carried unanimously. 
 
 Roy Garcia, Public Works Director, stated the streets to be upgraded would be 
Anaya Road, all streets in Los Ebanos Subdivision, West Juan Balli from Cage 
Boulevard to Jackson Road, Gardenia Street, Ortiz Street, Ramos Street, Ventura 
Street, West Kelly from Bluebonnet to Costco, Sugar Road between Kelly and Business 
83, West Polk by Expressway and Sugar Road to Jackson Road, San Patricia Street 
from Polk Street to F.M.495 and Palm Drive between Warren Street and F.M. 495. He 
stated he should obtain the contract by the end of February to commence construction 
the first week of March. 
 

F) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON REQUEST FROM 
PHARR POLICE ATHLETIC LEAGUE TO HOST THE 3RD ANNUAL MID 
VALLEY EVENTS “GET UP AND TRAIN” 5K AND HALF MARATHON 

 
 Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and recommended approval. 
 
 Comm. Carrillo moved to approve. Comm. Cortez seconded the motion and 
when put to a vote, it carried unanimously. 
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G) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON BUDGET AMENDMENT 
FOR PHARR PUBLIC FACILITIES CORPORATION # 1 FY2014-2015 

 
 Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and stated this was to be 
transferred into the Pharr Public Facilities Corporation #1 for debt payment. He further 
recommended approval. 
 
 Comm. Elizondo moved to approve.  Comm. Maldonado seconded the motion 
and when put to a vote, it carried unanimously. 
 
ITEM 7    CONTRACTS/AGREEMENTS: 
 

A) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
A.C. “TONY” GARCIA AND CITY OF PHARR FOR THE LEASE OF 
TEN (10) PARKING SPACES 

 
 Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and recommended termination 
of the agreement. 
 
 Comm. Maldonado moved to approve payment of monies owed in the holdover 
period after the contract expired and terminate the lease as recommended. Comm. 
Cortez seconded the motion and when put to a vote, it carried unanimously. 
 

B) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON RENEWAL OF 
INTERLOCAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN HIDALGO 
COUNTY PRECINCT NO. 2 AND THE CITY OF PHARR FOR 
ASSISTANCE OF MANPOWER AND EQUIPMENT ON AS NEEDED 
BASIS 
 

Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and stated this was an on-
going agreement and recommended approval. 

 
Comm. Elizondo moved to approve. Comm. Carrillo seconded the motion and 

when put to a vote, it carried unanimously. 
 

C) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON AGREEMENT WITH SPA 
SKATEPARKS FOR THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE 
PROPOSED PHARR SKATE PLAZA AT VICTOR GARCIA MUNICIPAL 
PARK 

 
 Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and stated this was a 
budgeted project and recommended approval. 
 
 Comm. Carrillo moved to approve. Comm. Cortez seconded the motion and 
when put to a vote, it carried unanimously. 

D) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, AUTHORIZING CITY 
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MANAGER TO NEGOTIATE CONTRACT WITH THE WARREN GROUP 
FOR ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN SERVICES FOR SOUTH PHARR 
BRANCH LIBRARY 
 

 Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and recommended approval. 
 
 Comm. Garza moved to approve. Comm. Carrillo seconded the motion and 
when put to a vote, it carried unanimously. 
 
ITEM 8 CLOSED SESSION:  IN ACCORDANCE WITH CHAPTER 551 OF THE 

TEXAS GOV'T.  CODE, THE PHARR BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
HEREBY GIVES NOTICE THAT IT WILL MEET IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 
TO DISCUSS THE ITEMS LISTED ON THE PUBLIC PORTION OF THE 
MEETING AGENDA, INCLUDING ITEMS 4 – 7 

 
 None. 
  
ITEM 9 RECONVENE INTO REGULAR SESSION, AND CONSIDER ACTION, IF 

NECESSARY ON ANY ITEM(S) DISCUSSED IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 None. 
 
ITEM 10 ADJOURNMENT:   
 
 There being no other business to come before the board, Comm. Farias moved 
to adjourn.  Comm. Garza seconded the motion and when put to a vote, the motion 
carried unanimously.   Meeting adjourned at 1:29 p.m. 
 

CITY OF PHARR 
 
 

______________________           ____ 
LEOPOLDO “POLO” PALACIOS, JR. 
MAYOR 

 
STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF HIDALGO 
CITY OF PHARR 
 
 ON THIS THE 22ND DAY OF JANUARY, 2015 the Board of Commissioners of 
the City of Pharr, Texas convened in a REGULAR-SPECIAL CALLED MEETING at the 
Commissioner’s Room located at 118 S. Cage, 2nd Floor, Pharr, Texas.  The meeting 
being open to the public and notice of said meeting, giving the date, place, subject, 
hereof, having been posted in accordance with Chapter 551, Texas Government Code 
(Open Meetings Act) and there being present a quorum, I, HILDA PEDRAZA, CITY 
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CLERK, of the City of Pharr, Texas, certify that this is a true and correct copy of the 
minutes. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________ 
HILDA PEDRAZA, CITY CLERK 
 
APPROVED:   



 

MINUTES 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR CALLED MEETING 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2015 AT 5:30 P.M. 
118 SOUTH CAGE 2ND FLOOR 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of the City of Pharr, Texas, met in a Regular Called 
Meeting on Tuesday, February 3, 2015 and following is the record of attendance.  
 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Leopoldo Palacios Jr. 
 Mayor Pro-Tem Adan Farias  
 Comm. Arturo Cortez 
 Comm. Roberto Carrillo 
 Comm. Oscar Elizondo, Jr. 
 Comm. Edmund Maldonado, Jr.  
 Comm. Aquiles Garza   
  
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:  None 
        
STAFF PRESENT:                                     Fred Sandoval, City Manager 
 Hilda Pedraza, City Clerk 
 Javier Rodriguez, C.D. Director 
 Juan Guerra, Chief Financial Officer 
 Ruben Villescas, Police Chief  
 Jaime Guzman, Fire Chief 
 Frank Marin, Parks & Recreation Dir. 
 Roy Garcia, Public Works Director 
 Fred Brouwen, Director of Operations 
 Edward Wylie, Pharr Dev. Services Dir. 
 Adolfo Garcia, Library Director 
 Raul Garza, Admin. Services Director 
 Gary Rodriguez, Public Information Officer 
 Jason Arms, I.T. Director 
 Roel Garza, Athletics Director 
 Roy S. Garcia, Pharr Events Center 
 Tony Sandoval, EDC Asst. Director 
  
CITY ATTORNEY                                         Michael Pruneda, City Attorney 
CITY ENGINEER  Bill Ueckert, City Engineer  
   
ITEM 1  CALL TO ORDER: 
 
 Mayor Palacios called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. Roll Call established a 
quorum. 
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A) ROLL CALL AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE EXCUSING OF ANY 
ABSENT MEMBER OF THE GOVERNING BODY 

   
 All present.  
 

B) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE / INVOCATION 
 
 Yesenia Salinas led in the pledge of allegiance and Comm. Maldonado said the 
prayer. 
 
ITEM 2 CITY MANAGER’S REPORTS: 
        

A) City Engineer’s Report – Bill Ueckert 
B) City Events of Interest 
C) Legislative/Project Update 

 
 Mayor Palacios introduced the item. 
 

Fred Sandoval, City Manager, stated the City Engineer was in the audience and 
any questions on projects could be entertained at this time.  

 
There being no questions, he reported City Hall on Call and Operation Clean 

Sweep were held last week at Fire Station No. 3 and stated both activities had been 
well attended and thanked staff for a job well done. 

 
Fred Sandoval, City Manager, further reported RGV Day at the Capitol and Mid 

Valley and Day at the Capitol in Austin were scheduled for next week and extended an 
invitation to the Board to attend. 

 
Fred Sandoval, City Manager, recognized Hilda Pedraza, City Clerk, and Sonia 

H. Padron, Assistant City Clerk, for completing their professional education for 
recertification as Texas Registered Municipal Clerks. He commended both for making 
every professional and personal effort to keep up-to-date in their legal and 
administrative duties. 

 
Fred Sandoval, City Manager, briefly reported the auditors would be meeting with 

the Board on Friday concerning three audit findings and he would be contacting them to 
schedule the meetings.  
 
ITEM 3 CONSENT AGENDA: (All items listed under consent Agenda are 

considered to be routine and non-controversial by the Governing Body 
and will be enacted by one motion.  Any Commissioner may remove 
items from the consent agenda by making such request prior to a 
motion and vote on the Consent Agenda) 
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A) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, AUTHORIZING CITY 
MANAGER TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS TO REPAIR THE BRIDGE 
EXPANSION JOINTS 
   

B) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON RESOLUTION 
AUTHORIZING PHARR POLICE DEPARTMENT TO SUBMIT A GRANT 
APPLICATION TO THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, CRIMINAL 
JUSTICE DIVISION FOR THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE COORDINATOR 
PROJECT 

 

C) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON RESOLUTION 
AUTHORIZING PHARR POLICE DEPARTMENT TO SUBMIT A GRANT 
APPLICATION TO THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR CRIMINAL 
JUSTICE DIVISION FOR THE HUMAN TRAFFICKING LIAISON 
PROJECT 

 

D) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON RESOLUTION 
AUTHORIZING PHARR POLICE DEPARTMENT TO SUBMIT A GRANT 
APPLICATION TO THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, CRIMINAL 
JUSTICE DIVISION FOR THE STOP FAILURE TO ATTEND SCHOOL 
PROJECT 
 

E) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON PLANNING & ZONING 
CASES: 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 

1. Mauricio Jaramillo, d/b/a Regency Fiesta, requested renewal of the Conditional Use 

Permit to allow the sale of alcoholic beverages for on-premise consumption in a General 

Business District (C). The property is legally described as 1.01 acres out of Lot 152, 

Kelly-Pharr Subdivision, Pharr, Hidalgo County, Texas. The property's physical address 

is 1020 West Ferguson.  

 

2. Jose Alberto Hernandez, d/b/a Doc’s Billiards & Sports Bar, requested renewal of the 

Conditional Use Permit and Late Hours Permit to allow the sale of alcoholic beverages 

for on-premise consumption in a General Business District (C). The property is legally 

described as Lots 17, 18 & 19, Block 1, San Patricia Acres Subdivision, Pharr, Hidalgo 

County, Texas. The property’s physical address is 917 West Ferguson Street. 

 
3. Xoticas requested renewal of a Sexually Oriented Business License in a Limited 

Industrial District (L-I). The property is legally described as a 0.6081 acre tract of land out 

of a certain 0.88 acre out of Lot 100, Kelly-Pharr Subdivision, Pharr, Hidalgo County, 

Texas. The property's physical address is 4502 North Cage Boulevard. 

 
4. Red Tape II, Inc., d/b/a Stilettos Gentlemen’s Club requested renewal of a Sexually 

Oriented Business License in a General Business District (C). The property is legally 
described as all of Lot 2, Albrad Subdivision Unit #3, Pharr, Hidalgo County, Texas. The 
property's physical address is 1050 North Sugar Road. 
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 Mayro Palacios introduced items 3A through 3E (4) and stated no one had 
signed up to speak during the public hearing portion of the meeting.  
 
 Comm. Carrillo moved to approve items 3A through 3E (4) under the consent 
agenda. Comm. Farias seconded the motion and when put to a vote, it carried 
unanimously. 
 
 Resolution Nos. R-2015-04, R-2015-05 and R-2015-06 are filed with the City 
Clerk’s Office. 
 
REGULAR AGENDA – OPEN SESSION: 
 
ITEM 4  ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS: 
 

A) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON ORDINANCE CALLING 
THE CITY OF PHARR GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION FOR MAY 9, 
2015, FOR ELECTION OF MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSIONERS 
PLACES 1, 5, AND 6 AND DESIGNATING ELECTION PRECINCTS 
AND POLLING PLACES. (CONSIDERACIÓN Y ACCIÓN, EN 
ORDENANZA PARA ORDENAR  LA ELECCIÓN MUNICIPAL 
GENERAL DE LA CIUDAD DE PHARR EL 9 DE MAYO DE 2015, PARA 
ELEGIR UN ALCALDE Y COMISIONADOS LUGARES 1, 5, Y 6, Y LA 
DESIGNACIÓN DE DISTRITOS  ELECTORALES Y CENTROS DE 
VOTACIÓN) 

 
Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and recommended approval. 
 
Comm. Cortez moved to approve. Comm. Maldonado seconded the motion and 

when put to a vote, it carried unanimously.  
 
Ordinance Nos. O-2015-05 and O-2015-05A are filed with the City Clerk’s Office. 
 

B) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON ORDINANCE 
APPOINTING AN ALTERNATE MUNICIPAL JUDGE FOR THE CITY OF 
PHARR (UNEXPIRED TERM) 

 
Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and stated he had spoken to 

Judge Rudy Martinez and Judge Roberto Garza who stated they could handle the work 
load at this time through the end of the term and felt there was no need to appoint 
another judge at this time.  He added he would compensate both judges with additional 
assignment pay until another judge is appointed after the election. 

 
Mayor Palacios stated his interpretation of the city’s charter was that only two 

judges are to be appointed and there was no mention of appointment of any alternate 
judges. 
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Michael Pruneda, City Attorney, explained the city’s charter references that the 
City Commission appoints a Municipal Court Judge and the alternate judges had been 
created by city ordinance. 

 
No action was taken on this item at this time. 
 

C) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON ORDINANCE AMENDING 
ORDINANCE NO. O-84-45 (LATE HOURS MIXED BEVERAGE 
PERMITS) 

 
Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and stated this was the first 

reading of the ordinance and recommended approval. 
 
Comm. Elizondo moved to approve. Comm. Carrillo seconded the motion and 

when put to a vote, it carried unanimously. 
 

D) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON ORDINANCE AMENDING 
ORDINANCE NO.  O-2013-51 (PERMITTING) 

 
 Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and stated this was the first 
reading of the ordinance and recommended approval. 
 
 Comm. Elizondo moved to approve. Comm. Carrillo seconded the motion and 
when put to a vote, it carried unanimously. 
 

E) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON ORDINANCE AMENDING 
ORDINANCE NOS. O-2011-56 AND O-2008-47 SECTION E 
(CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS) 

 
 Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and stated this was the first 
reading of the ordinance and recommended approval. 
 
 Comm. Cortez moved to approve. Comm. Maldonado seconded the motion and 
when put to a vote, it carried unanimously. 
 

F) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON RESOLUTION 
APPOINTING/RE-APPOINTING ONE (1) MEMBER TO THE CIVIL 
SERVICE COMMISSION 

 
 Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and briefly stated Dolores 
Rodriguez had indicated her willingness to continue serving and recommended 
approval. 
 
 Comm. Farias moved to approve. Comm. Cortez seconded the motion and when 
put to a vote, it carried unanimously.  
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 Resolution No. R-2015-07 is filed with the City Clerk’s Office. 
 

G) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON RESOLUTION 
CREATING AND APPOINTING THE PHARR INTO THE FUTURE 
MASTER PLAN STEERING COMMITTEE 

 
 Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and requested that the Mayor 
and each Commissioner appoint two citizens to serve as members of the Pharr Into the 
Future Master Plan Steering Committee. 
 
 Edward Wylie, Development Services Director, explained the committee would 
serve as the oversight committee for the Comprehensive Plan Update and would meet 
once a month. He stated they would appoint the working groups and it would be for 
approximately one year. 
 
 Due to a lack of names at this time, Comm. Carrillo moved to table the item. 
Comm. Elizondo seconded the motion and when put to a vote, it carried unanimously. 
 

H) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON RESOLUTION 
INITIATING THE PROCEDURES TO CREATE THE CITY OF PHARR – 
(TIF) REINVESTMENT ZONE #2 

 
Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and stated the purpose to 

initiate a TIF Reinvestment Zone #2 was to include area of Jackson Road, El Centro 
Mall and areas along Nolana Corridor. He stated the County recommended that the 
funding be project specific and recommended approval. 
 
 Comm. Elizondo moved to approve. Comm. Carrillo seconded the motion and 
when put to a vote, it carried unanimously. 
 
 Resolution No. R-2015-08 is filed with the City Clerk’s Office. 
 

I) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON RESOLUTION 
ENTERING INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION FOR CLOSURE OF SOUTH US 281 AND EAST 
BUSINESS 83 FOR THE 9TH ANNUAL ST. PATRICK’S DAY 5K 
RUN/WALK ON SATURDAY, MARCH 14, 2015 FROM 7:00 A.M. TO 
11:00 A.M. 

 
 Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and recommended approval. 
 
 Comm. Maldonado moved to approve. Comm. Garza seconded the motion and 
when put to a vote, it carried unanimously. 
 
 Resolution No. R-2015-09 is filed with the City Clerk’s Office. 
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J) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON RESOLUTION IN 
SUPPORT OF THE APPOINTMENT OF AQUILES “JIMMY” GARZA TO 
THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

 
 Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and recommended approval. 
 
 Comm. Carrillo moved to approve. Comm. Elizondo seconded the motion and 
when put to a vote, it carried unanimously. 
 
 Resolution No. R-2015-10 is filed with the City Clerk’s Office. 
 
ITEM 5  ADMINISTRATIVE: 
 

A) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, AWARDING BID FOR THE 
CAPOTE INDUSTRIAL PARK AND PHARR/LAS MILPAS INDUSTRIAL 
PARK STREET IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 

 
 Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and recommended bid be 
awarded to Foremost Paving, Inc. as recommended by staff. 
 
 Comm. Farias moved to approve. Comm. Cortez seconded the motion and when 
put to a vote, it carried unanimously.   
 
ITEM 6    CONTRACTS/AGREEMENTS: 
 

A) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, AUTHORIZING CITY 
MANAGER TO CONTRACT WITH ALDANA ENGINEERING AND 
TRAFFIC DESIGN FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES 

 
 Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and recommended approval. 
 
 Roy Garcia, Director of Public Works, briefly stated this would be for services to 
provide specifications and bid packet for the purchase and installation of downtown 
signalization improvements on Cage Blvd. from Polk Avenue to Ridge Road. 
 
 Comm. Elizondo moved to approve. Comm. Cortez seconded the motion and 
when put to a vote, it carried unanimously. 
 
 At this time, Fred Sandoval, City Manager, recommended to deviate from 
the agenda and to into closed session.  There was no objection. 
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ITEM 8 CLOSED SESSION:  IN ACCORDANCE WITH CHAPTER 551 OF THE 
TEXAS GOV'T.  CODE, THE PHARR BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
HEREBY GIVES NOTICE THAT IT WILL MEET IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 
TO DISCUSS THE ITEMS LISTED ON THE PUBLIC PORTION OF THE 
MEETING AGENDA, INCLUDING ITEMS 3 – 7 

 
 Mayor Palacios stated the time being 5:54 pm; the Board of Commissioners 
would be entering a closed session in accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Govt. 
Code to discuss agenda items listed in the public portion of the agenda and Pursuant to 
Sections 551.071, 551.072, 551.074, 551.076, 551.084 and 551.087. 
  
ITEM 9 RECONVENE INTO REGULAR SESSION, AND CONSIDER ACTION, IF 

NECESSARY ON ANY ITEM(S) DISCUSSED IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 Mayor Palacios stated the time being 6:20 pm; the board had completed its 
closed session and would be resuming the open meeting. 
 
ITEM 7 LEGAL: 
 

A) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON TOTAL COMMITMENT, 
LLC VS. RON ROCK, INDIVIDUAL DOING BUSINESS AS 
MASTERCRAFTERS CONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT, CITY OF 
PHARR, AND PHARR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION, 
II, CAUSE NO. C-501-11-G; AND RELATED MATTERS 

 
 Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and recommended to direct 
legal as discussed in closed session. 
 
 Comm. Carrillo moved to approve. Comm. Cortez seconded the motion and 
when put to a vote, it carried unanimously with one abstention. Comm. Elizondo 
abstained from voting. 
 
ITEM 10 ADJOURNMENT:   
 
 There being no other business to come before the board, Comm. Elizondo 
moved to adjourn.  Comm. Garza seconded the motion and when put to a vote, the 
motion carried unanimously.   Meeting adjourned at 6:21 p.m. 
 

CITY OF PHARR 
 
 

______________________           ____ 
LEOPOLDO “POLO” PALACIOS, JR. 
MAYOR 
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STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF HIDALGO 
CITY OF PHARR 
 
 ON THIS THE 3RD DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2015 the Board of Commissioners of 
the City of Pharr, Texas convened in a REGULAR CALLED MEETING at the 
Commissioner’s Room located at 118 S. Cage, 2nd Floor, Pharr, Texas.  The meeting 
being open to the public and notice of said meeting, giving the date, place, subject, 
hereof, having been posted in accordance with Chapter 551, Texas Government Code 
(Open Meetings Act) and there being present a quorum, I, HILDA PEDRAZA, CITY 
CLERK, of the City of Pharr, Texas, certify that this is a true and correct copy of the 
minutes. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________ 
HILDA PEDRAZA, CITY CLERK 
 
APPROVED:   













































































ORDINANCE NO. O-2015- 

 

AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING AN AREA KNOWN AS THE CITY OF 

PHARR – TIF REINVESTMENT ZONE NUMBER 2; DESCRIBING THE 

BOUNDARIES OF THE ZONE; CREATING A BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR 

THE ZONE; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND TERMINATION 

DATE FOR THE ZONE; NAMING OF THE ZONE CITY OF PHARR – TIF 

REINVESTMENT ZONE #1 AND ESTABLISHING A TAX INCREMENT 

FUND; CUMULATIVE CLAUSE; REPEALER;  

PROPER NOTICE AND MEETING 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners (the “Commission”) of the City of Pharr, 
Texas (the “City”) desires to support development and redevelopment in the City to be 
funded in whole or in part, through the creation of a Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone 
(the ”Zone”), as hereinafter more specifically defined and named and with boundaries 
as hereinafter provided, pursuant to the provisions of the Tax Increment Financing Act 9 
the  “Act”), Texas Tax Code, Chapter 311; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City indicated its intent to create the Zone through Resolution 
2015-08 passed by the Commission on February 3, 2015; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Project will support financing of costs associated with the 
construction of public improvements related to several possible development and 
redevelopment projects, which may include but not limited to: Street Construction and 
Reconstruction, Right of Way Acquisition, Municipal Facilities Acquisition/Construction, 
Parks, Storm Water Pollution Prevention Drainage & Drainage Detention, Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Expansion, Waste Water Collection System Improvements, Water 
Rights Acquisition, Utility  Relocation and Open Space Improvements; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Act, the City may designate a geographical area 
within the City; and 
 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to the Act, the City has directed that a Preliminary 
Reinvestment Zone Financing Plan (the “Preliminary Plan”) be prepared for the 
proposed Zone; and 
 

WHEREAS, A Public Hearing was held on February 17, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. in the 
Pharr Commission Chambers, City Hall to consider the creation of a Tax Increment 
Reinvestment Zone for the Project and its respective benefits to the City and to property 
in the proposed Zone; and 
 
 



WHEREAS, it is hereby officially found and determined that the meeting at which 
this Ordinance was passed was open to the public, and public notice of the time, place 
and purpose of said meeting was given, all as required by Chapter 551, Texas 
Government Code. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 
THE CITY OF PHARR, THAT: 

 
 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATING THE AREA AS A REINVESTMENT ZONE. The area 
described in Section 2 below and more commonly referred to as the “Pharr 
Redevelopment Project” and officially assigned the name as designated in Section 5 
below (which reinvestment zone so described, named and designated is hereinafter 
referred to as the “Zone”, is hereby designated as a Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone. 
 
SECTION 2. DESCRIPTION OF THE BOUNDARIES OF THE REINVESTMENT 
ZONE. Attached hereto as Exhibits “A” and “B”, which is incorporated herein by 
reference for all purposes is a legal description and Hidalgo County Appraisal District 
Map with the parcels, area and boundaries of the Zone outlined in purple incorporated 
in the Zone. 
 
SECTION 3. CREATION AND COMPOSITION OF A BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR 
THE ZONE. 
 
(a) There is hereby created a Board of Directors (the “Board”) for the Zone, with all 

the rights powers and duties as provided by the Act to such Boards or by action 
of the Commission. Pursuant to Section 311.009(a) of the Texas Tax Code the 
Board shall consist of not less than five (5) and not more than fifteen (15) 
members. 

 
(b) Each taxing unit other than the City that levies taxes on real property in the Zone 

may appoint one member to the Board. A unit may waive its right to appoint a 
member. The City shall appoint the remaining directors of which, one shall be 
nominated by the Commissioners Court of Hidalgo County. 

 
(c) Appointees shall be for a two (2) year term. Upon expiration of their respective 

terms of office, replacements to the Board shall be appointed. Vacancies on the 
Board shall be filled by the respective taxing unit making such appointments for 
the remainder of the unexpired term. 

 
SECTION 4. EFFECTIVE DATE AND TERMINATION DATE OF THE ZONE.  The 
Zone shall take effect on or about ______________ and continue till its termination date 
of _____________ unless otherwise terminated earlier as a result of payment in full of 
all project costs, tax increment bonds, if any, including interest on said bonds as 
authorized or permitted by law. 
 



SECTION 5. ASSIGNING A NAME TO THE ZONE. The Tax Increment Reinvestment 
Zone created hereby is assigned the name of “REINVESTMENT ZONE NUMBER 2, 
CITY OF PHARR, TEXAS.” 
 
SECTION 6. TAX INCREMENT BASE. The tax increment base for the Zone is the total 
assessed value of all real property taxable by the City and located in the Zone, 
determined as of January 1, 2015, the year in which the Zone was designated as a 
Reinvestment Zone (the “Tax Increment Base”). 
 
SECTION 7. ESTABLISHMENT OF A TAX INCREMENT FUND.  There is hereby 
created and established in the depository bank of the City, a fund to be called the “CITY 
OF PHARR – TIF REINVESTMENT ZONE #2, TEXAS TAX INCREMENT FUND” 
(HEREIN CALLED THE “Tax Increment Fund”). Money in the Tax Increment Fund, from 
whatever source, may be disbursed from the Tax Increment Fund, invested, and paid as 
permitted by the Act or by any agreements entered into pursuant to the Act, or as 
otherwise authorized by law. 
 
SECTION 8. FINDINGS.  
 
(a) The City hereby finds and declares that (a) improvements in the Zone will 

significantly enhance the value of all the taxable real property in the Zone and will 
be of general benefit to the City; and (b) the Zone meets the requirements of 
311.005 of the Act, being that the Zone area: 

 
1. Is predominantly open, and because of obsolete platting, deterioration of 

structures or site improvements;  
 

2. Creation of the zone is necessary to further the public health, safety, morals, 
and welfare as a result of substandard conditions, inadequate streets, 
unsanitary conditions, and the predominant existence of undeveloped area; 
and 

 
3. Other factors that may substantially impair the growth of the city.  

 
(b) The City of Pharr, pursuant to the Act, further finds and declares that: 
 

1. the proposed zone is a geographical area located wholly within the City limits or 
extraterritorial jurisdiction of Pharr; 

2. less than fifty percent (50%) of the property in the proposed Zone is used for 
residential purposes, as the term “residential” is defined in Section 311.006(d) of 
the Act; 

3. the total appraised value of the taxable real property in the proposed Zone or in 
existing reinvestment zones, if any, does not exceed fifty per cent (50%) of the 
total appraised value of taxable real property in the City and in industrial districts, 
if any, created by the City; 



4. the proposed Zone does not contain more than fifty percent (50%) of the total 
appraised value of real property taxable by Hidalgo County, the PSJA ISD, the 
Hidalgo ISD and the Valley View ISD,  and 

5. development or redevelopment within the boundaries of the proposed Zone will 
not occur solely through private investment in the reasonably foreseeable future. 

 
SECTION 9. DESIGNATION OF A SECTION 311.005(a) ZONE. The Zone is 
designated pursuant to Section 311.005(a) of the Act. 
 
SECTION 10. SEVERABILITY.  If any of the provisions of this Ordinance or the 
application thereof to any circumstance shall be held to be invalid, the remainder of this 
Ordinance and the application thereof to other circumstance shall nevertheless be valid, 
as if such invalid provisions had never appeared herein, and this governing body hereby 
declares that this Ordinance would have been enacted without such invalid provision. 
 
SECTION 11. CUMULATIVE CLAUSE; REPEALING CLAUSE. The ordinance shall be 
cumulative of all ordinances dealing with the same subject and any provision in conflict 
with this ordinance is hereby repealed and the provisions of this Ordinance supersedes.  
The invalidity of any section, clause, sentence or provision of this ordinance shall not 
affect the validity of any other part thereof. 
 
SECTION 12:PROPER NOTICE AND MEETING. It is hereby officially found and 
determined that the meeting at which this Ordinance was passed was open to the public 
and that public notice of the time, place and purpose of said meeting was given as 
required by the Open Meetings Act, Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code. 
 
SECTION 13. EFFECTIVE DATE. The Zone shall take effect immediately upon 
passage of this Ordinance after having been read on three (3) separate meetings.  
Publication may also be in caption form as allowed under Section 9 of the Pharr City 
Charter. 
 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED ON THE FIRST MEETING BY THE BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF PHARR, TEXAS, on this the ___ day of 
_____________, 2015. 

            

    CITY OF PHARR 
 

  

_____________________________________ 
LEOPOLDO “POLO” PALACIOS, JR. MAYOR 

 
ATTEST: 
 
___________________________ 
HILDA PEDRAZA, CITY CLERK 



 
PASSED AND APPROVED ON THE SECOND READING BY THE BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF PHARR, TEXAS, on this the ___ day of 
_____________, 2015. 

            

    CITY OF PHARR 
 

  

_____________________________________ 
LEOPOLDO “POLO” PALACIOS, JR. MAYOR 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________ 
HILDA PEDRAZA, CITY CLERK 
 

 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED ON THE THIRD READING BY THE BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF PHARR, TEXAS, on this the ___ day of 
_____________, 2015. 

            

    CITY OF PHARR 
 

  

_____________________________________ 
LEOPOLDO “POLO” PALACIOS, JR. MAYOR 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________ 
HILDA PEDRAZA, CITY CLERK 
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ORDINANCE NO. _____________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 0-84-45 
REGULATING THE HOURS FOR RETAIL SALE OF 
BEER, WINE, LIQUOR AND ALL INTOXICATING 
BEVERAGES FOR ON-PREMISE CONSUMPTION AND 
OFF-PREMISE CONSUMPTION INCLUDING DISPENSING 
WITHIN THE CORPORATE CITY LIMITS OF THE CITY OF 
PHARR, TEXAS, PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS WITH 
OTHER ORDINANCES, AND FOR REPEALS THEREOF IN 
CERTAIN CASES: PROVIDING FOR SEPARABILITY AND 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE, AND PROVIDING PENALTIES 
FOR VIOLATIONS THEREOF AND PUBLICATION.  

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF CITY COMMISSIONERS 

OF THE CITY OF PHARR, TEXAS: 
  
SECTION 1. 
 
 The On-Premise Retail sale of beer, wine, liquor, mixed drinks and all intoxicating 
beverages and the Off-Premise sale of beer and wine between the hours of 12:00 
o'clock midnight and 7:00 a.m. on weekdays and Saturday and between 1:00 a.m. and 
12:00 noon on Sundays within the City of Pharr, Texas is hereby prohibited. 
 
SECTION 2.  
      
 Where an application has been made to the Alcoholic Beverage Commission for 
a Late Hours Mixed Beverage Permit, and a request has been made that the City 
Secretary approve such application or a request for a renewal, such request shall be 
presented to the City Commission and the City Commission shall in its discretion 
approve or deny the request subject to factors including but not limited to: if a person 
with authority or control has been convicted of a felony or misdemeanor that directly 
relates to: (a) an alcohol related offense, organized criminal activity, or a crime of moral 
turpitude; (b) providing alcohol to a minor, sale or transporting of narcotics, (c) the 
duties and responsibilities for operating a BYOB venue, and (d) any other conviction 
that makes the person unfit to hold a permit or manage a an establishment or venue.  
Any request where the application is for a Mixed Beverage Late Hours Permit and the 
City Commission having so approved, the City Secretary shall appropriately execute the 
application for Late Hours Mixed Beverages Permit and the retail sale of beer, wine, 
liquor, mixed drinks and all intoxicating beverages shall be lawful at such establishment 
for the hours prescribed by a valid Late Hours Mixed Beverage Permit from the 
Alcoholic Beverage Commission of the State of Texas.   
 
SECTION 3. 
 
 The Off-Premise Retail sale of liquor on Christmas Day, on Sunday and on any 
other day before 10: 00 a .m. or after 9: 00 p.m. within the City of Pharr, Texas is hereby 
prohibited.  



 

SECTION 4.    CONFLICT WITH OTHER ORDINANCES. 

 
 Whenever the standards and specifications set forth in this Ordinance conflict 
with those contained in another Ordinance the standards and specifications of this 
Ordinance shall prevail.  
 

SECTION 5.   SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. 

 
Should any portion of this Ordinance be held for any reason invalid or 

unenforceable, the same shall not be construed to affect any other valid portion hereof, 
but all valid portions shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

SECTION 6.  ENFORCEMENT; PUNISHMENT; PENALTIES 

 
 A. Should any person or business violate the prohibitions contained herein, 

or allow the commission of any act or condition that proximately resulted in a violation of 

this ordinance, the City Manager, City Attorney, and other designated personnel may 

take any action to enforce this or any ordinance to prevent and summarily abate the 

action and remove or seize any objects used to violate this ordinance.  These actions 

may also include but not be limited to allowing for municipal resources and personnel to: 

abate any premises or property, closure, condemn, remove any person or thing, court 

action, suspend, cancel, or void any license or permit issued by the City of Pharr or a 

state or federal agency, and any and all other relief as may be necessary.        

B. Any violation of this Ordinance shall be subject to both civil and criminal 

penalties.  A criminal conviction shall be a Class C misdemeanor.  A violator shall also 

be subject to the maximum penalties allowed by law for failing to appear in Court when 

charged with an offense as described herein.  If conduct constituting an offense under 

this ordinance also constitutes an offense under another law, the person may be 

prosecuted under all applicable laws. 

C. A liable party shall be subject to a civil penalty up to $1,000 per violation, or the 

maximum allowed by law. 

D. It shall also be unlawful for the holder of a permit to knowingly conspire to 

circumvent this ordinance by allowing the use of its permit, facility or property by any 

person, business, or entity that does not have a legally obtained permit from the City of 

Pharr. 



 

SECTION 7.  EFFECTIVE DATE.  The Ordinance shall take effect and be in force 

from and after its passage and approval on three (3) separate readings in accordance 
with Section 8, Article 3 of the Charter of the City of Pharr, Texas.  Publication, if 
necessary, may also be in caption form as allowed under Section 9 of the Pharr City 
Charter. 
 

SECTION 8.  PROPER NOTICE AND MEETING.   

 
It is hereby officially found and determined that the meeting at which this Ordinance was passed 

was open to the public and that public notice of the time, place and purpose of said meeting was 

given as required by the Open Meetings Act, Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code.   

 
 
 PASSED AND APPROVED ON THE FIRST READING BY THE BOARD OF 
CITY COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF PHARR, TEXAS, on this the ____ day of 
__________, 2015. 
       
 CITY OF PHARR 
  
 
 ________________________________ 
 LEOPOLDO “POLO” PALACIOS, JR., 
 MAYOR 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________ 
HILDA PEDRAZA, CITY CLERK 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED ON THE SECOND READING BY THE BOARD OF CITY 
COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF PHARR, TEXAS, on this the _____ day of 
__________, 2015. 
 
 CITY OF PHARR 
  
 
 ________________________________ 
 LEOPOLDO “POLO” PALACIOS, JR., 
 MAYOR 

   
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________  
HILDA PEDRAZA, CITY CLERK 



 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED ON THE THIRD AND FINAL READING BY THE BOARD 
OF CITY COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF PHARR, TEXAS, on this the ____ day 
of _________, 2015. 
 
 CITY OF PHARR 
  
 
 ________________________________ 
 LEOPOLDO “POLO” PALACIOS, JR., 
 MAYOR 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________ 
HILDA PEDRAZA, CITY CLERK 
 

   



PASSED AND APPROVED ON SECOND READING on this the 24thday 
of July , 1984. CIT~ PHARR  
By: ~JP.8~  
·FIDENCIO R. BA~RERA1MAYOR  
ATTEST:  

DORA H. PASSED AND APPROVED ON THIRD READING on this the3lst day of JULY , 1984.  
ATTES}jJ (21  

ftG-1AJ 7) 'O:~  
ORD.NO.O-84-45/7-3l-84  

-3  
 

 



ORDINANCE NO. O-2015- _______________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE O-2013-51 ESTABLISHING 

CRITERIA FOR MUNICIPAL SERVICES SUCH AS PERMITTING, 

CERTIFICATES, OTHER CITY ISSUED AUTHORIZATIONS; PROVIDING 

FOR PUBLICATION AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; 

PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES BY ORDINANCE AND TEXAS LAWS; 

REPEALING PRIOR ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 

AND ORDAINING OTHER MATTERS RELATED TO THE SUBJECT 

HEREOF. 

 
 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Article I, Section 3 of the Pharr City Charter, the 
enumeration of powers granted and authorized by the charter shall not be held or 
deemed exclusive, but shall be in addition to the powers appropriate for the exercise 
necessary of local self government, and shall all powers granted by law, constitution, 
and ordinance; 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Texas Local Government Code section 51.001, the City 

has authority to adopt ordinances that are for the good government, peace, or order of 
the municipality or for the trade and commerce of the municipality and that are 
necessary to carry out powers granted to the City; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Texas Constitution, article XI, section 5, and Texas 
Local Government Code section 51.072, the City, as a home-rule municipality, has full 
power of local self government; 
 
 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
OF THE CITY OF PHARR, TEXAS, THAT: 

 
 

SECTION 1:  AUTHORITY; AREA. 

 
A. The City of Pharr hereby adopts and enacts this Ordinance that shall be 

enforceable within the municipality’s municipal boundaries and extra 
territorial jurisdiction.  This Ordinance and provisions herewith shall be 
included in the Pharr Code of Ordinances.   

 
B. As matters related to the public’s health, safety, and welfare is of the 

utmost concern, the City of Pharr shall be authorized to enforce, through 
its City Attorney, this Ordinance as may be allowed by law herein.  

       

SECTION 2. ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY.  Any department of the City of Pharr 

and personnel may refuse to contract or deny an application for a permit, 
certificate, license, service, or other issuance to any person, corporation, 
company, partnership, association, or organization that is in any way 
directly, indirectly, or as a result of a person in authority or control of 



management or operations, financially indebted to the City or its 
departments or corporations, is non-compliant with service or contractual 
obligations with the City or its departments or corporations, has a pending 
claim against the City or its departments or corporations or any municipal 
officer or personnel, is the subject of a criminal complaint, or is or may be 
liable to the City or its departments or corporations for any damage.     

 

SECTION 3. CIRCUMVENTION.  It shall be unlawful for an applicant to knowingly 

conspire to circumvent this ordinance by allowing the use of its name, authority, or 
official government record, application, or contract to any person, business, or entity that 
to avoid the provisions, restrictions, and prohibitions of this Ordinance.  A violation of this 
sub-section may subject any violator to criminal penalties as may applicable by law.      
 

SECTION 4. CUMULATIVE CLAUSE; REPEALING CLAUSE.  

 
The ordinance shall be cumulative of all ordinances dealing with the same 

subject and  any provision in conflict with this ordinance is hereby repealed and the 
provisions of this Ordinance supersedes.  The invalidity of any section, clause, sentence 
or provision of this ordinance shall not affect the validity of any other part thereof. 

    

SECTION 5. PUBLICATION AND EFFECTIVE DATE.   

 
The Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage and 

approval on three (3) separate readings in accordance with Section 8, Article 3 of the 
Charter of the City of Pharr, Texas.  Publication, if necessary, may also be in caption 
form as allowed under Section 9 of the Pharr City Charter. 
 

SECTION 6: PROPER NOTICE AND MEETING. 

 
It is hereby officially found and determined that the meeting at which this 

Ordinance was passed was open to the public and that public notice of the time, place 
and purpose of said meeting was given as required by the Open Meetings Act, Chapter 
551 of the Texas Government Code. 

  
 
APPROVED AND PASSED on the _____ reading the          day of                         , 2015, 

by the Board of City Commissioners of the City of Pharr, Texas. 
 

CITY OF PHARR 
 
 

______________________________ 
Mayor Leo “Polo” Palacios, Mayor 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________ 
City Clerk 



 
 
 
APPROVED AND PASSED on the _____ reading the          day of                         , 2015, 

by the Board of City Commissioners of the City of Pharr, Texas. 
 
 

CITY OF PHARR 
 
 

______________________________ 
Mayor Leo “Polo” Palacios, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________ 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED AND PASSED on the _____ reading the          day of                         , 2015, 

by the Board of City Commissioners of the City of Pharr, Texas. 
 
 

CITY OF PHARR 
 
 

______________________________ 
Mayor Leo “Polo” Palacios, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________ 
City Clerk 
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ORDINANCE NO. O-2015- _________  

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCES O-2011-56 and 2008-47 RELATED TO 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES AND SECTION 10 OF THE PHARR CODE OF 

ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR SAVING CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR A 

SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE; PROPER NOTICE 

OF MEETING; AND ORDAINING OTHER MATTERS RELATEDTO THE FOREGOING. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS.  

 

 The ordinance amends the sections indicated below: 

 

ARTICLE III. - CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS  

Sec. 1.40. - Purpose.  

The purpose of the regulations described by this article is to allow the compatible 
and orderly development, within the city, of uses that may be suitable only in certain 
locations in a zoning district if developed in a specific way or only for a limited period of 
time.  

Sec. 1.41. - Permit required.  

A use permit is required for all conditional uses as set forth in the conditional use 
paragraph of each use district. At no time may a structure or property be adapted to a 
conditional use without first obtaining a use permit. The conditional use permit is issued 
to the property owner, or to an individual with written permission from the owner 
authorizing such individual to use such property for the purpose for which the 
conditional use permit is being requested, and is not transferable. Any addition to or 
change in a structure which constitutes a percentage of the structure greater than set 
out in section 1.79.C.3 herein, and any change in location, change in ownership or 
business entity owning or carrying out its operation on the property terminates the 
conditional use permit.  

(Ord. No. 84-44, § II, 7-31-84)  

Sec. 1.42. - Approval, procedure, responsibility, and appeals.  

The city's planning director shall have the responsibility for processing all use 
permits required for conditional uses and presenting them to the planning and zoning 
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commission for processing as described below. The following procedures shall be 
complied with prior to the approval or denial of any use permit:  

A. Notice to all owners of real property within 300 feet of the property for which 
application has been made shall be mailed, but in no case shall this notification 
occur less than ten working days prior to consideration at a meeting of the 
planning and zoning commission to consider such application.  

B. Application concerning use permits for those uses which are conditional shall 
be automatically referred to the planning and zoning commission for a public 
hearing. The planning director shall investigate, note the adjacent property 
owners, and provide necessary professional advice. The planning and zoning 
commission may deny an application for a use permit after a public hearing if 
the proposed use fails to meet one of the criteria set forth in requirements for 
approval.  

C. The planning and zoning commission must obtain recommendations from the 
police chief, the planning director, the code enforcement officer [head building 
inspector], and the fire marshal for all applications for business establishments 
which will be selling alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption. After 
recommendations from each of the officers referred to above have been 
received, the planning and zoning commission shall hear the application and 
make a recommendation and then the application for conditional use shall be 
presented to the city commission for approval.  A permit may be denied, 
rescinded, or modified if any entity or person that is in any way directly, 
indirectly, or as a result of a person in authority or control of management or 
operations is the subject of a criminal complaint, has committed acts or 
omissions allowing criminal activity or in any way jeopardizes the health, safety, 
welfare of the general public, patrons, or bystanders.    

D. Appeal shall be in accordance with section 1.92, subsection B4, of this chapter 
[ordinance].  

(Ord. No. 84-44, § III, 7-31-84)  

Sec 1.43. - Application, filing procedures, and fees.  

The property owner or certified agent shall make application on a form prescribed 
by the city and such application shall provide drawings as set forth in "Site Plans 
Required," section 1.44. Obtaining a use permit does not exempt the applicant from 
complying with requirements of the building code or other ordinances. The fee for a use 
permit shall be recommended by the city planning and zoning commission and 
approved by the city commission. Payment of such fees shall not be refundable in 
whole or in part.  

Sec. 1.44. - Site plans required.  

A. Purpose: The purpose of the site plan is to ensure compliance with the zoning 
ordinance and to assist in the orderly and harmonious development of the city, to 
protect and enhance the general welfare, and to help prevent the impairment or 
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depreciation of land values and development by the erection of structures, 
additions, or alteration thereto without proper attention to site planning.  

B. Recording: The applicant shall file with the director of planning three copies of his 
site plan. The director of planning shall keep one copy in his files. The duplicate 
copies shall be used during the investigation of the case and for review of the 
commission in the event a hearing is required.  

C. Contents: The site plan shall contain drawings to scale to indicate as needed:  

1. The location of all structures on the subject property and on adjoining property; 

2. Landscaping and/or fencing of yards and setback areas and proposed changes; 

3. Design of ingress and egress; 

4. Off-street parking and loading facilities; 

5. Height of all structures; 

6. Proposed uses; and 

7. The location and types of all signs, including lighting and heights. 

Sec. 1.45. - Requirements for approval.  

A. The planning and zoning commission may permit a conditional use subject to 
appropriate conditions and safeguards when the commission finds:  

1. That the proposed use meets all the minimum standards established in this 
ordinance and other applicable ordinances.  

2. That the proposed use meets the intent of the district in which it is located, and 
is in accordance with the comprehensive plan.  

3. That the proposed use will not be detrimental to the health, welfare, and safety 
of the surrounding neighborhood or its occupants, nor be substantially or 
permanently injurious to the neighboring property.  

B. Appeal of a decision of the planning and zoning commission shall be in accordance 
with section 1.92, subsection B4, of this chapter [ordinance].  

Sec. 1.46. - Development, revocation, and/or automatic cancellation of permit.  

A. The building official shall ensure compliance with this ordinance and the permit. He 
shall:  

1. Make inspections to determine compliance with the provisions of this ordinance 
and the permit, and initiate appropriate action if necessary.  

2. Investigate thoroughly any complaints of noncompliance concerning a permitted 
special use, and keep a record of all complaints, indicating any action taken. 
These records shall be made available at the time of renewal of the permit.  

B. Upon determination of noncompliance with the provisions of the conditional use 
permit, the building official shall take action as follows:  
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1. Give written notice to the permit holder of the nature of the violation, the 
necessary action to remedy the violation, and the time period, not less than ten 
days nor more than 30 days after the date of notification, within which to 
comply.  

2. Notify the planning and zoning commission of the noncompliance if the 
violations have not been corrected within the prescribed time period.  

C. The planning and zoning commission, after due hearing, may revoke any 
conditional use permit that has been reported in violation by the building official. 
Continued use without a permit will be a violation of the zoning ordinance and 
subject to the same penalties provided therein.  

D. If within six months after the date granted, a use permit has not been used, or a 
building permit has not been obtained, where construction is necessary, the permit 
is automatically canceled.  

E. If the property owner in whose name the permit is issued transfers ownership of the 
property utilized by the conditional use, the permit is automatically canceled.  

F. Appeal of a decision of the planning and zoning commission shall be in accordance 
with section 1.92, subsection B4, of this chapter [ordinance].  

Sec. 1.47. - Period of conditional use and renewal.  

A. A conditional use permit shall have a time limit of not more than one year unless 
otherwise approved by the board of commissioners [city commission]. If the 
conditional use permit does have a time limit other than one year, the expiration 
date shall be set forth in the permit. Any permittee wishing a renewal of such permit 
for successive time periods shall make application for renewal to the director of 
planning or his designated representative, not less than 30 days before the permit 
expires. If after proper inspection, the staff finds that the conditions of the original 
permit are being met, and there have not been any signed complaints of 
noncompliance, the place for uses, other than for establishments selling or 
distributing alcoholic beverages for consumption on premises, may be renewed by 
the staff for the same time period as approved by the planning and zoning 
commission originally. If there is evidence of or complaints of noncompliance, then 
renewal of the permit must follow the same procedures and notification as the 
issuance of a new permit, and may be renewed by the planning and zoning 
commission.  

B. Renewals of conditional use permits for establishments selling or distributing 
alcoholic beverages for consumption on premises must be approved by the board of 
commissioners [city commission] after obtaining recommendations from the police 
chief, planning director, code enforcement officer [head building inspector] and fire 
marshal. After recommendations from each of the officers referred to above have 
been received, the board of commissioners [city commission] shall hear the 
application and either extend the conditional use permit or refuse to extend such 
permit.  
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C. If any request is made by the establishment selling or distributing alcoholic 
beverages to alter, revise or amend any conditions or requirements under which 
such establishment has operated under the prior permit, such request shall 
constitute a request for a new conditional use permit and must follow all the 
procedures established for a new request.  

D. If a permittee who has previously held a permit for an establishment selling or 
distributing alcoholic beverages for a minimum of two years and the permit has 
lapsed wishes to reapply for a permit for the same location as the permit was 
previously held, and there have been no negative incidents or reports to the Pharr 
police department or Texas alcoholic beverage commission during such two-year 
period, the city commission may authorize a 60-day provisional permit during which 
period the applicant may reapply for a conditional use permit.  

The applicant must meet all requirements for a conditional use permit within the next 60 
days in order to maintain the permit but upon approval of the 60-day provisional permit 
by the city commission, the city secretary is authorized to execute the application with a 
limitation of "60 days only" upon such application.  

(Ord. No. 84-44, § IV, 7-31-84; Ord. No. 86-39, § 1, 12-20-86)  

Sec. 1.48. - Conditions of conditional use.  

A. Home occupations:  

1. The area used in conducting the home occupation will be clearly secondary to 
the residential use.  

2. A nonilluminated sign not more than 18 inches by 24 inches identifying the 
name of the owner and his title or occupation may be permitted when attached 
flush to the main building.  

3. There shall be no exterior display or alterations indicating that the building is 
being used for any purpose other than that of a dwelling.  

4. There shall be no more than one additional unrelated employee other than 
immediate members of the family residing on the premises.  

5. There shall be no outside storage of materials or products. 

6. The permitted use shall not create frequent or heavy traffic, greater than ten 
percent of the average load per hour, per street.  

B. Mobile homes or portable buildings:  

1. One mobile home may be placed on an unsubdivided tract of land when (1) it is 
to be occupied by the owner, (2) the tract is five acres or larger, and (3) the only 
use of the land is for agricultural purposes.  

2. The mobile home or portable building must be located in such a manner as to 
have access to public right-of-way within 200 feet.  

3. The mobile home must be connected to an approved water distribution and 
sewage disposal system. Portable buildings, if approved for occupancy by 
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industrial, commercial and residential use, must have an approved water 
distribution and sewage disposal system available for its use.  

4. There must be a provision for garbage and trash collection and disposal. 

5. The mobile home must be tied down and meet all other applicable provisions of 
the Mobile Home Ordinance [chapter 78 of the Code of Ordinances].  

C. Guesthouses, garage apartments, and separate servants' quarters:  

1. The above-mentioned uses require a 12,000-square-foot lot in all districts 
except the R-3 and R-4 districts. They must otherwise comply with all area 
requirements of the district in which they are located.  

2. With the exception of the R-3 and R-4 districts, none of the above-mentioned 
uses may be made available or used for lease, rent, or hire, and the owner of 
such use may not receive remuneration for the use of one of the above. In 
addition, in no district shall such uses be sold or conveyed separately without 
meeting the requirements of the subdivision ordinance.  

D. [Existing railroads and private utilities:] Existing railroads and private utilities, 
including telephone service, may continue to be operated and maintained in 
residential and commercial districts but no new railroad or utility structure other than 
the usual poles, wires, underground utilities and lift stations shall be established in 
such district without a special use permit.  

E. [Churches, schools, railroads and other conditional uses:] Churches, schools, 
railroads and other conditional uses automatically allowed in each district by state 
law, but required within a district to obtain a conditional use permit, must be issued 
a conditional use permit subject to the use meeting reasonable requirements 
imposed in section 1.45  

F. Establishments selling or distributing alcoholic beverages for consumption on 
premises:  

1. An establishment that's sells or allows the on premises consumption of 
alcoholic beverages in the City of Pharr shall operate in a "C" zone, general 
business district; "HC" zone, heavy commercial; "LI" zone, limited industrial; 
"HI" zone, heavy industrial; or in recreational facilities located within private 
development.  

2. In addition to the restricted locations as stated above, the above-mentioned 
establishments may be allowed to sell or allow the on premises consumption of 
alcoholic beverages within 300 feet of a church, public or private school, or 
public hospital.  

3. The establishment shall notify the church, public or private school, or public 
hospital, and the City of Pharr's Planning and Zoning department in written form 
of their interest in selling or consuming alcoholic beverages within 300 feet of 
such locations. If the church or school objects to the request, the City of Pharr's 
authorized designee may deny the request.  
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4. The measurement of the distance between the place of business where 
alcoholic beverages are sold and the church or public hospital shall be along 
the property lines of the street fronts and from front door to front door, and in 
direct line across intersections. The measurement of the distance between the 
place of business where alcoholic beverages are sold and the public or private 
school shall be:  

(A) In a direct line from the property line of the public or private school to the 
property line of the place of business, and in a direct line across 
intersections; or  

(B) If the permit or license holder is located on or above the fifth story of a 
multistory building, in a direct line from the property line of the public or 
private school to the property line of the place of business, in a direct line 
across intersections, and vertically up the building at the property line to the 
base of the floor on which the permit or license holder is located.  

5. For premises where minors are prohibited from entering the premises under 
V.T.C.A., Alcoholic Beverage Code § 109.53, the measurement of the distance 
between the premises and a public school shall be:  

(A) In a direct line from the property line of the public or private school to the 
property line of the place of business, and in a direct line across 
intersections; or  

(B) If the permit or license holder is located on or above the fifth story of a 
multistory building, in a direct line from the property line of the public or 
private school to the property line of the place of business, in a direct line 
across intersections, and vertically up the building at the property line to the 
base of the floor on which the permit or license holder is located.  

6. In accordance with V.T.C.A., Alcoholic Beverage Code § 109.32, the above 
mentioned establishment businesses shall be not less than 300 feet from the 
nearest residential zone, unless located within a private development, or 
publicly owned building shall be along the property lines of the street fronts and 
from front door to front door, and in direct line across intersections, measured in 
a straight line or must provide sufficient buffering and sound insulation of the 
building such that the business is not visible and cannot be heard from such 
residential zone or publicly owned building and must be designed to prevent 
disruption of the character of adjacent residential areas. As applies to this 
provision, a street or alley does not constitute buffering and sound insulation. 
The above-mentioned businesses, unless located within a private development, 
must be adjacent to or abutting a minor arterial street or a street of larger 
classification.  

7. The above-mentioned establishment must meet lot size requirements in the 
zoning ordinance for all uses within this zone.  

8. The above-mentioned establishment must provide parking sufficient to comply 
with all ordinance requirements.  
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9. The above-mentioned establishment shall restrict the number of persons within 
the building to those allowed by the city commission with the recommendation 
of the planning and zoning commission at the time of permit issuance, which 
number shall be determined by the commission after having taken into account 
the recommendations of the fire marshal, code enforcement officer [head 
building inspector], and director of planning. This number cannot exceed the 
number provided for in existing city ordinances.  

10. The above-mentioned establishment shall take action to prevent and be 
designed to discourage criminal activities and vandalism both on site and on 
adjacent property by means of sufficient lighting, elimination of dark areas, and 
the orientation of the building such that it provides maximum visibility from a 
public street, unless located within a private development.  

11. The above-mentioned businesses must make provisions to keep litter from 
being spread to adjacent streets and property.  

12. No church or religious institution will be allowed within a 1,000 foot radius from 
another church; the measurement of the distance between church properties 
shall be from the nearest property line to property line on which church sits, 
owns or rents.  

13. The city reserves the right to approve, amend, deny, or rescind any permit that 
may be allowed by the Texas Alcoholic and Beverage Code as may be 
amended from time to time. The City of Pharr shall also be authorized to carry 
out any and all duties and responsibilities as directed by the City of Pharr and 
as may be allowed by law. Should any person or establishment be found to 
have committed acts, or allowed the commission of any act or condition found 
by the City of Pharr to be detrimental to the public health, safety, and welfare of 
the residents of the City of Pharr or persons located within corporate 
boundaries, the City of Pharr shall be authorized to take any action allowed by 
ordinance, state or federal law, or other regulation. These actions may include 
but not limited to: quarantine, abatement of premises, closure, condemning, 
removal of dangerous substances and persons, and other preventive measures 
and actions.  

G. Additional restrictions or conditions: The planning and zoning commission may 
impose additional reasonable restrictions or conditions to carry out the spirit and 
intent of this section and to mitigate adverse effects of the proposed use. These 
requirements may include, but are not limited to, increased open space, loading and 
parking requirements, suitable landscaping, buffering, and additional improvements 
such as curbing and sidewalks.  

(Ord. No. 84-44, §§ V, VI, 7-31-84; Ord. No. 86-12, §§ 1—4, 4-1-86; Ord. No. O-
2008-47, § 4, 10-7-08)  

Sec. 1.49. - Telephone, radio, cellular, television and/or other telecommunication towers 

and antennas.  
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Effective January 25, 2003, all telephone, radio, cellular, television and/or other 
telecommunication towers and antennas shall be required to obtain a conditional use 
permit pursuant to the terms of this section:  

A. Purpose. The purpose of the ordinance described in this section is to:  

1. Allow the compatible and orderly development, within the city, of uses 
which may be suitable only in certain locations in a zoning district;  

2. Establish guidelines for the setting of all telephone, radio, cellular, television 
and/or other telecommunication towers and antennas;  

3, Accommodate the needs of residents and business while protecting the 
public health, safety, and general welfare of the community;  

4. Facilitate the provision of wireless telecommunication services to the 
residents and businesses of the city;  

5. Encourage the location of towers and antennas in nonresidential areas; 

6. Minimize the total number of towers and antennas within the community 
necessary to provide adequate personal wireless services to residents and 
avoid potential damage to adjacent properties from tower or antenna failure 
through structural standards and setback requirements;  

7. Maximize the use of existing and approved towers and antennas to 
accommodate new wireless telecommunications in order to reduce the 
number of towers and antennas needed to serve the community;  

8. Minimize adverse visual effects of towers and antennas through careful 
design and sitting standards;  

9. Locate telecommunication towers and antennas in areas where adverse 
impacts on the community are minimized;  

10. Enhance the ability of the providers of telecommunications services to 
deliver such services to the community effectively and efficiently.  

B. Definitions. Except as specifically defined herein, all words used in this section 
shall be defined in The New Illustrated Book of Development Definitions, (1993, 
Rutgers). Words not defined herein or in the referenced text shall be construed 
to have the meaning given by common and ordinary use and shall be 
interpreted within the context of the sentence in which they occur. For the 
purpose of clarification, certain words or terms used herein shall be defined as 
follows: Words used in the singular include the plural and words used in the 
plural include the singular. Words used in the present tense include the future 
tense.  

1. The word "erected" includes the words "constructed", "located", or 
"relocated". 

2. The word "map" or "zoning map" means the zoning map. 

3. The word "parcel" includes the word "plot" or "lot". 
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4. The word "person" includes the words "individuals", "firms", "partnerships", 
"corporations", "associations", "governmental bodies", and all other legal 
entities.  

5. The word "shall" is always mandatory, never discretionary. 

6. The word "used" or "occupied" include the words "intended, arranged, or 
designated to be used or occupied".  

7. Antenna or antenna array. An exterior apparatus made of one or more rods, 
panels, discs, or similar devices for wireless communication. Used in the 
transmission or reception of radio frequency signals and/or electromagnetic 
wares. Antennas may include omni-directional antennas (rod), directional 
antenna (panel) and parabolic antenna (disc).  

8. Attached wireless communication facility. An antenna that is attached to an 
existing building or structure, which shall include, but not limited to, utility 
poles, signs, water towers, with any accompanying pole or device which 
attaches the antenna to the building or structure.  

9. Co-location or site sharing. Use of a common tower or site by two or more 
wireless holders.  

10. FAA. Federal Aviation Administration.  

11. FCC. Federal Communication Commission.  

12. Geographic antenna placement area. The general vicinity within which the 
placement of an antenna is necessary to meet the engineering 
requirements of an applicant's network or broadcasting need.  

13. Governing authority. City of Pharr Board of Commissioners.  

14. Height. When referring to a tower, antenna or structure, shall mean the 
distance measured from ground level to the highest point of the tower, 
antenna or structure.  

15. Lattice tower. A guyed or self-supporting three or four-sided open steel 
frame structure used to support telecommunication equipment.  

16. Monopole tower. A structure composed of a single spire used to support 
telecommunication equipment.  

17. Temporary wireless communication facility. A wireless communication 
facility to be placed in use for 120 or fewer days.  

18. Tower. A stand alone structure that is designed and constructed for the 
purpose of supporting one or more antennas, including self-supporting 
lattice towers, guy towers, or monopole towers. The term includes radio and 
television transmission towers, microwave towers, common-carrier towers, 
cellular telecommunication towers, with accessory buildings/structures and 
other similar structures.  

19. Wireless communication. Any personal wireless services as defined in the 
Telecommunications Act of 1996, which includes FCC licensed commercial 
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wireless telecommunication services including cellular, personal 
communication services (PCS), specialized mobile radio (SMR), enhanced 
specialized mobile radio (ESMR), paging, and similar services that currently 
exist or that may in the future be developed.  

20. Wireless communication facility (WCF). Any unstaffed facility for the 
transmission and/or reception of wireless telecommunication services 
usually consisting of an antenna, cables, and a support structure to achieve 
the necessary elevation.  

C. Application of section.  

1. Preexisting towers and antennas. Towers and antennas for which a permit 
has been issued prior to the effective date of this section shall not be 
required to meet the requirements as specified below.  

2. Relationship to other ordinances. This section shall supercede all conflicting 
requirements of other codes and ordinances regarding the locating and 
permitting of towers and antennas.  

3. [Location map.] The planning department shall create a map indicating 
preexisting towers and antennas and shall maintain map of new structures 
as they enter the city.  

4. District height limitations. Except as set forth in this section, the 
requirements of this ordinance shall govern the location of 
telecommunications towers that exceed, and antennas that are installed at 
a height in excess of 50 feet.  

5. Amateur radio facilities. This section shall not govern any tower or antenna 
that is 75 feet or less in height and is owned and operated by a federally-
licensed amateur radio station operator or is used exclusively for receive-
only antenna.  

6. [Fencing and landscaping.] If an additional tower or antenna is co-located 
upon a preexisting tower or site after the adoption of this section, then 
fencing and landscaping requirements shall be met as part of the permitting 
process.  

D. General provisions; co-location.  

1. Inventory of existing sites. To facilitate the co-location of towers and/or 
antennas, each applicant seeking to locate a new tower or antenna, 
relocate an existing tower or antenna, modify any such existing structures, 
shall provide to the department of planning and community development an 
inventory of its existing towers or alternative tower structures. The inventory 
shall include all such structures that are within the corporate limit of the City 
of Pharr and its extra-territorial jurisdiction. Inventory shall include specific 
information about the location. Information may include, but is not limited to:  

a. Latitude and longitude coordinates. 

b. Degrees. 
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c. Minutes and seconds. 

d. Height. 

e. Design. 

f. Tower type. 

g. General suitability for co-location. 

h. Any other information that may be requested by the department. 

2. Design requirements. In addition to all applicable building and safety codes, 
all towers, except amateur radio towers, shall be designed to accommodate 
the co-location of cellular telecommunication antennas according to the 
following:  

a. Towers up to 100 feet in height, the structure and fenced compound 
shall be designed to accommodate at least two providers.  

b. Towers greater than 100 feet in height, the structure and fenced 
compound shall be designed to accommodate at least three providers.  

c. Towers greater than 125 feet in height, the structure and fenced 
compound shall be designed to accommodate at least four providers.  

d. Towers of more than 50 feet in height shall be designed and 
engineered to withstand a 110 mph maximum gust wind. Such wind 
load capacity may be changed at the discretion of the building official.  

3. Availability of suitable existing structures. No new structures, except 
amateur radio towers, shall be permitted unless the applicant demonstrates 
that no existing tower or tower structure can accommodate the applicants 
proposal. Evidence submitted to demonstrate that no existing tower or 
tower structure can accommodate the proposed antenna shall consist of 
one or more of the following:  

a. No suitable tower or tower structures are located within the geographic 
antenna placement area required to meet the applicant's networking 
requirements.  

b. The applicant's proposed antenna(s) would cause electromagnetic 
interference with the antenna(s) on the existing towers or structures, or 
the antenna on the existing tower or structure would cause interference 
with the applicant's proposed antenna.  

c. The cost or contractual provisions required by the tower or structure 
owner to share or adapt an existing tower or structure are 
unreasonable.  

d. The applicant adequately demonstrates that there are other limiting 
factors that render existing towers or structures unsuitable.  

E. Aesthetics, landscaping and materials.  
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1. All towers and antennas shall maintain a galvanized finish or concrete 
finish. They may also be subject to any applicable standards of the FAA, 
and be painted in the neutral color so as to reduce visual obtrusiveness.  

2. All tower sites shall be surrounded by a chain-link fence with some privacy 
covering six feet in height from finish grade. Access to the site shall be 
through a locked gate. Barbed wire may be allowed along the top of the 
fence if it is necessary to prevent unauthorized access to the site.  

3. The fence shall be landscaped along the perimeter by drought tolerant 
plants or shrubbery or plants native to South Texas.  

4. Towers shall not be artificially lighted, unless required by the FAA or other 
applicable authority.  

5. Existing mature tree growth and natural land forms on the site shall be 
preserved to the maximum extent possible. Where natural vegetation 
around the perimeter of the side would provide an adequate visual screen, 
an undisturbed buffer may be utilized.  

F. Permitted use. Constructing a new tower or antenna or the relocation of an 
existing tower or antenna may be allowed in any zoning district provided that all 
structures meet the setbacks, screening and buffer requirements contained 
herein:  

1. Residential Districts (R1), (R1A), (RTH), (R2), (R3), (R4), (RMH), 
(RHCMH).  

a. Only towers of monopole construction will be allowed in any residential 
district. 

b. Monopole towers shall have a front setback of 25 feet or one-third the 
street right-of-way width on which the property fronts, whichever is 
greater.  

c. Monopole towers shall have a rear setback of 15 feet. 

d. Monopole towers shall have a side setback of ten feet or 15 feet 
abutting a street. 

e. Towers and antennas shall be a minimum of 200 feet from any 
residential structure. Distances shall be measured along a single-
straight line between the center of the tower base and the nearest point 
on any property line.  

f. Towers 100 feet or over in height shall not be located closer than 1,000 
feet from any existing tower that is 100 feet or over in height. Distances 
shall be measured along a single straight-line between the center of the 
two tower bases.  

g. The tower shall be erected and operated in compliance with current 
Federal Communications Commission and other applicable federal, 
state and county standards.  
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2. Commercial, Agricultural and Industrial Districts (OP), (NC), (C2), (C), (HC), 
(LI), and (AO).  

a. Towers and antennas aforementioned in this ordinance shall be allowed 
in any commercial, agricultural or industrial district.  

b. Towers and tower structures shall not exceed: 

(1) 100 feet, if the tower is at least 200 feet from any residential district. 

(2) 125 feet, if the tower is at least 250 feet from any residential district. 

(3) 150 feet or more if the tower is (double the height of tower) from 
any residential district.  

c. The antenna shall not exceed the tower height by more than 20 feet. 

d. All guys and guy anchors are set back a minimum of 25 feet from any 
property line. 

e. All towers shall have a front setback of 25 feet or one-third the street 
right-of-way width on which the street right-of-way width on which the 
property fronts, whichever is greater.  

f. All towers shall have a rear setback of 15 feet. 

g. All towers shall have a side setback of ten feet or 15 feet abutting the 
street. 

h. Towers 100 feet or over in height shall not be located closer than 1,000 
feet from any existing tower that is 100 feet or over in height. Distance 
shall be measured along a single straight line between the center of two 
tower bases.  

i. If the tower erected is to be used by a public agency for police, fire, 
EMS, 911, or other similar public emergency communications for the 
city, then the requirements of subection F.(1)a. shall be waived.  

j. The tower is erected and operated in compliance with current Federal 
Communications Commission or other applicable federal, state, and 
county standards.  

G. Approval procedures. See Article III, sections 1.40 through 1.47  

H. Removal of abandoned tower and antenna. Any tower or antenna that is not 
operated for a continuous period of 12 months shall be considered abandoned, 
and the owners of such antenna or tower shall remove the structure within 90 
days of receipt of notice from the city notifying the owner of such abandonment. 
If said tower or antenna is not removed within the 90 days grace period, the 
head building official may, in the manner provided in the Code of Ordinance of 
the City of Pharr, remove such tower or antenna at the owner's expense.  

I. Nonconforming towers and antennas. Towers and antennas in existence prior 
to the date of adoption of this section [January 7, 2003] which do not comply 
with the requirements aforementioned are subject to the following provisions:  
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1. Nonconforming towers and antennas may continue in use for the purpose 
currently used, but may not be expanded without complying with the 
provisions of this section.  

2. Nonconforming towers and antennas which are damaged less than 50 
percent, due to any reason or cause, may be repaired and restored to their 
former use, location and physical dimensions.  

J. Penalty. Anyone who violates this section shall upon conviction thereof be fined 
not to exceed $200.00 each day that the violation continues to exist in a 
separate offense.  

(Ord. No. O-2003-04, §§ 1—10, 13, 1-7-03)  

SECTION 2. CUMULATIVE CLAUSE; REPEALING CLAUSE.  

 

The ordinance shall be cumulative of all ordinances dealing with the same subject and  
any provision in conflict with this ordinance is hereby repealed and the provisions of this 
Ordinance supersedes.  The invalidity of any section, clause, sentence or provision of 
this ordinance shall not affect the validity of any other part thereof. 

  SECTION 3. PUBLICATION AND EFFECTIVE DATE.   

The Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage and 

approval on three (3) separate readings in accordance with Section 8, Article 3 of the 

Charter of the City of Pharr, Texas.  Publication, if necessary, may also be in caption 

form as allowed under Section 9 of the Pharr City Charter. 

SECTION 4: PROPER NOTICE AND MEETING. 

It is hereby officially found and determined that the meeting at which this 

Ordinance was passed was open to the public and that public notice of the time, place 

and purpose of said meeting was given as required by the Open Meetings Act, Chapter 

551 of the Texas Government Code. 

  

 APPROVED AND PASSED on the _____ reading the          day of                         , 2015, 

by the Board of City Commissioners of the City of Pharr, Texas. 

 

CITY OF PHARR 
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______________________________ 

Mayor Leo “Polo” Palacios, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________ 

City Clerk 

 

 

 

APPROVED AND PASSED on the _____ reading the          day of                         , 2015, 

by the Board of City Commissioners of the City of Pharr, Texas. 

 

 

CITY OF PHARR 

 

 

______________________________ 

Mayor Leo “Polo” Palacios, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 
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_____________________ 

City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

APPROVED AND PASSED on the _____ reading the          day of                         , 2015, 

by the Board of City Commissioners of the City of Pharr, Texas. 

 

 

CITY OF PHARR 

 

 

______________________________ 

Mayor Leo “Polo” Palacios, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________ 

City Clerk 

 

 

 

















 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Quarter Report 
Delinquent Tax Collection Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson, LLP 
205 S. Pin Oak Avenue, Edinburg, Texas 78539 Phone: 956-383-4500 Fax: 956-383-7820 
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LAW OFFICES 
OF 

LINEBARGER  GOGGAN  BLAIR & SAMPSON, LLP 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

205 S Pin Oak Dr. 
EDINBURG, TEXAS  78539 
___________________ 

Telephone: (956) 383-4500 
Facsimile: (956) 383-7820 

 

February 17, 2015 
 
Mr. Leopoldo “Polo” Palacios, Mayor 
Mr. Adan Farias, Mayor Pro Tem 
Mr. Arturo J. Cortez, Commissioner 
Mr. Roberto “Bobby” Carrillo, Commissioner 
Mr. Oscar Elizondo, Jr., Commissioner 
Mr. Edmund Maldonado, Jr., Commissioner 
Mr. Aquiles “Jimmy” Garza, Commissioner 
City of Pharr  
PO Box 1729 
Pharr, TX 78577 
 

RE: First Quarter Delinquent Tax Collection for October 1, 2014 through December 
31, 2014 

 
Dear Mayor Palacios and City Commission: 
 
 The Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson, LLP Report highlights our delinquent ad 
valorem tax collection program on behalf of the City of Pharr.  Our collection results, as noted 
herein, indicate our efforts continue to be successful for the City of Pharr. 
 
 Please know that we truly appreciate the opportunity to represent the City of Pharr on 

all delinquent ad valorem tax matters.  As always, we will continue to provide the City of Pharr 

with quality representation, consistent results, and an ample experienced staff of attorneys, 

legal assistants and a certified tax assessor collector dedicated to servicing your account.  We 

are available to address any questions you may have or to discuss any concerns that interest 

you at your convenience.  

Sincerely, 

 
 Kelly R. Salazar 

Attorney 
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LINEBARGER GOGGAN BLAIR & SAMPSON APPROACH 
 
The delinquent tax collection program for the City of Pharr continues to 
emphasize two basic premises:  work with individual taxpayers to collect 
taxes owed to City of Pharr and use the tool of litigation as a final option. 
 

DEMAND MAILINGS 
Our extensive mailing program is designed to advise people who have not 
paid their City of Pharr taxes of their delinquency.  During the course of a 
reporting period, we will send delinquent notices, with varying degrees of 
intensity to the delinquent taxpayer.  The intensity of the notice varies on 
factors such as: time of year, type of property and the particular needs of 
the jurisdiction. 
 
Two (2) mailings completed targeting 3,258 accounts representing an 
average of $640,569 dollars in delinquent taxes, penalties and interest 
per mailing. 
 

LITIGATION SUMMARY 
Filing a lawsuit to collect delinquent taxes is used as a final resort; after 
diligent efforts to contact and work with taxpayers are fully exhausted.  
Once the decision to file suit has been made, a complete property title 
search is conducted, the taxable property is further identified and all 
interested parties including all lien holders, are identified and served with 
notice of the lawsuit.   
 
 

Litigation Activity Cases Base, Penalty and 
Interest 

 Lawsuits/Interventions Filed 75 $81,229 

 Judgments Taken 

 Dismissed Suits 

36 

24 

$64,693 

$48,857 

 Tax Warrants 3 $3,265 

 Pending Litigation of Feb. 2015 464 $683,587 

 

BANKRUPTCY CLAIMS FILED 
 
City of Pharr is represented in all bankruptcies involving a delinquent 
taxpayer in your jurisdiction.  Representation includes filing claims, 
monitoring the bankruptcy process, attending hearings, engaging in 
active litigation and doing everything to protect and maximize the City of 

 

 Demand Mailings 

 Litigation Statistics 

 Taxpayer Contact 

 Personal Visits 

 Constable’s Sales 

Taxpayer Contact 

 Over 1,322 Taxpayer 

Calls  

 64 Pay Off Requests 

 111 Property Visits 

Conducted 

 195 Taxpayer Walk-Ins 
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Pharr’s interest.  Our program identifies accounts dismissed and 
discharged from bankruptcy that are now ready for collection or law suit.   
 
 
Chapter Seven:  Complete liquidation of a debtor's non-exempt assets. 
Chapter Eleven:  This allows a Corporation to devise a plan to reorganize 
its debts and obligations to allow extended repayment of its creditors. 
Chapter Twelve:  Same as Chapter 13, but specifically designed for 
agricultural businesses. 
Chapter Thirteen:  Entitled "Adjustment of Debts of an Individual with 
Regular Income," permits a person to retain that amount of earned 
income necessary for living expenses while paying the court the 
remainder to be distributed among the individual's creditors to pay off 
debts on an installment basis. 
 
 

COLLECTION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 
 
  

 $176,944.51  
 $207,085.43  

 
$71,056.55  

 
$68,572.20  

$0

$50,000

$100,000

$150,000

$200,000

$250,000

$300,000

Oct. 2013 - Dec. 2013
DTR Balance $2,505,397.50

Oct. 2014 - Dec. 2014
DTR Balance $2,413,349.92

P&I

Base Tax

$248,001.06 
$275,657.63 

 

8.58% 

All Bankruptcy Pending 

 

CH. 7 
Ch. 11 

3 
5 

$4,315 
$47,311 

Ch. 13 87 $48,981 
Total 95 $100,607 

 

Source: Hidalgo Co. Tax Office 

7.06% 
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FUTURE OVERVIEW 
 
Review of Pending Judgments and the Filing of Additional Lawsuits 

During the next reporting period we will continue to work pending lawsuits for 

full payment or payment agreements.  We will also continue researching the 

delinquent tax roll for possible new lawsuits; both real and personal property 

accounts.   

 

Continued Monitoring of Bankruptcy Accounts 

As a continuation of our standard operating practice, we will actively monitor 

and verify accounts in bankruptcy for the payment of taxes, penalties, and 

interest owed to the City. 

 
Mailing Program 

For this reporting period, we have scheduled mailings on behalf of the City of 

Pharr for the following months: 

 January 2015 (Completed) 

 February 2015  

 March 2015 

 
Scheduling of Property Sales 

As properties are taken to judgment, they will be reviewed and checked for 

payment.   

 

Execution of the work plan established for the City of Pharr will include the constant monitoring of 

collection figures in order to adjust resources and enforce the collection of delinquent taxes.  Our 

collection efforts will also include prosecuting pending suits to conclusion, mailing monthly letters, and 

filing new suits in order to maximize the collection of taxes.  We will continue to work closely with you 

and your administrative staff to provide assistance and advice on all property tax matters, including 

changes in the law brought about by amendments to the Texas Property Tax Code. 





































































 

AGENDA ITEM REQUEST  

MEETING DATE:  February 12, 2015 

INITIATED BY: Frank Marin  DEPARTMENT: Park & Recreation  

AGENDA ITEM: Consideration and action in naming special needs park, Dr. William Long 

City/School Park 

PARTY MAKING THE REQUEST:  David Garza 

NATURE OF THE REQUEST: naming of special needs park 

BUDGET: 

EXPENDITURE REQUIRED: part of the north park project 

CURRENT BUDGET:  

ADDITIONAL FUNDING: $ 

ROUTING:       

LEGAL:        DATE:     

FINANCE/PURCHASING:     DATE:     

APPROVAL: 

DEPT. HEAD:           DATE:     

ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER:         DATE:     

CITY MANAGER:        DATE:     

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Special needs park to be officially named Dr. William Long City/School 

Park. The naming is to coincide with the school naming of Dr. Long.  

Staff would recommend approval.  
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STATE OF TEXAS  § 

 

COUNTY OF HIDALGO § 

 

 

INTERLOCAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN THE CITY OF [CITY], TEXAS 

AND THE COUNTY OF HIDALGO, TEXAS 

 

This Agreement made and entered into this _____ day of _________________,  20__, 

by and between the County of Hidalgo, Texas, hereinafter referred to as "County", with the 

agreement, consent, and participation of the Hidalgo County Tax Assessor-Collector, 

hereinafter referred to as the "County or County Tax Assessor-Collector", and the City of 

[City Name], Texas, hereinafter referred to as "City", under the authority and in 

accordance with the Inter-local Cooperation  Act, as set out in Chapter 791 of the Texas 

Government Code, and as authorized by Texas Transportation Code Chapter 702. 

 

WITNESSETH: 

 

WHEREAS, Texas Government Code Chapter 791 authorizes local 

governments of the State of Texas to enter into contracts for governmental functions and 

services to increase their efficiency and effectiveness; and 

 

WHEREAS, County and City are local governments as defined in Texas 

Government Code Section 791.003(4), have the authority to enter into this agreement, 

and have each entered into this agreement by the action of its governing body in the 

appropriate manner prescribed by law; and 

 

WHEREAS, Texas Transportation Code Section 702.003(a) allows a county 

tax assessor-collector to refuse to register a motor vehicle if the tax assessor-collector 

receives, under a contract, information from a municipality that the owner of the vehicle 

has an outstanding warrant from that municipality for failure to appear or failure to pay a 

fine on a complaint that involves the violation of a traffic law as defined by Texas 

Transportation Code Section 702.001(3).  

 

WHEREAS, Texas  Transportation  Code  Section 702.003(b) allows a municipality  

to contract with a county in which the municipality is located to provide information to the 

county tax assessor-collector to make a determination on whether a vehicle owner has 

outstanding warrants as set out above and deny vehicle registration to certain person; and 

 

WHEREAS,  such  a  consolidated  effort  in  the  effectuation  of  Texas 

Transportation Code Chapter 702, is in each  party's best interest and that of the public and 

that this agreement will increase the effective and efficient functioning of each party; and 

 

WHEREAS, County and City specify that each party paying for the performance of 

said functions of government shall make those payments from current funds available to the 

paying party; 



Page 2 of 8 
 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, this agreement is hereby made and entered into by County 

and City for the mutual consideration stated herein: 

 

 

1. PURPOSE OF AGREEMENT. 

 

The purpose of this Agreement is to state the terms and conditions under which the 

County Tax Assessor-Collector may refuse to register certain motor vehicles when the 

County Tax Assessor-Collector receives information from City that the owner of the 

vehicle has an outstanding warrant for failure to appear or failure to pay a fine on a 

complaint that involves a violation of a traffic law as defined by Texas Transportation 

Code Section 702.001(3). 

 

 

2. DUTIES OF THE CITY. 

 

 2.1 City shall contract with County to enable the County Tax Assessor-

Collector to identify flagged vehicle owners that have an outstanding warrant 

from City for failure to appear or failure to pay a fine on a complaint that involves 

the violation of a traffic law as defined by Texas Transportation Code Section 

702.001(3). City shall provide the County with a detailed listing, in the County 

requested format, of flagged vehicle owners and subsequently cleared vehicle 

owners in order to effectuate the purpose of this agreement. This shall enable 

the County Tax Assessor-Collector to determine whether a vehicle owner should 

be denied registration or re-registration. City shall not be required to have a 

contract with the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles to effectuate the purpose of 

this agreement. City shall in all instances ensure that all provisions of the Act are 

adhered to as well as all other applicable laws of the State of Texas. 

 

2.2 City shall provide the County Tax Assessor-Collector with a Payment 

Receipt along with a signed and stamped Scofflaw Denial / Release Form be 

issued from the County office(s), or the online Scofflaw system, when a 

traffic law matter is cleared regarding a person: 

  

2.2.1 Against whom a judgment has been entered and who has paid the municipal 

court the full amount of the fine and court costs; or  

 

2.2.2 Who has perfected an appeal of the case for which the arrest warrant was 

issued; or  

 

2.2.3 Whose charge for which the arrest warrant was issued has been dismissed. 

 

2.3 Upon receiving a Payment Receipt and a Scofflaw Denial / Release Form as 

indicated above is received, the County Tax Assessor-collector may not 

refuse to register the motor vehicle  

  



Page 3 of 8 
 

 

 

2.5 City shall provide to County a telephone number or the location of an 

office where individual inquiries and complaints can be made 

regarding denial of registration by the County Tax Assessor-Collector 

due to outstanding City warrants, as well as to explain the procedures 

necessary to resolve the outstanding warrants in order to obtain valid 

registration. 

 

2.6 City shall conduct a publicity campaign to explain when registration 

will be denied and procedures necessary to obtain valid registrations. 

 

2.7 City shall identify, by name, address, and telephone number, an individual 

or individuals who shall have authority on behalf of the City to coordinate, 

direct and supervise this Agreement. 

 

2.8 City shall be liable for any damages that arise out of any registration denials 

of any vehicles that were flagged or should have been flagged. 

 

2.9 City shall require all peace officers authorized to issue citations in City to 

provide written warning to each person to whom the officer issues a citation 

for a violation of a traffic law as defined by Texas Transportation Code 

Section 702.001(3). 

  

2.9.1 The warning must state that if the person fails to appear in court as provided 

by law for the prosecution of the offense or fails to pay a fine for the 

violation, the person may not be permitted to register a motor vehicle in this 

state. The warning may be printed on the citation.  

 

 

3. D UTIES OF THE COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR. 

 

3.1  The County Tax Assessor-Collector shall: 

 

3.1.1 Refuse to register or reregister all motor vehicles which City has flagged 

with the County and identified in accordance with Texas Transportation 

Code Chapter 702. 

 

3.2  County shall p r o v i d e  a form t o  d istribute to flagged motor vehicle 

owners necessary to accomplish the purposes of this Agreement. The 

instructions shall include the following: steps necessary to resolve 

outstanding traffic violations and information on obtaining a vehicle 

registration; Municipal Court addresses; and contact information of an 

individual should a flagged motor vehicle owner wish to enter a complaint 

about a registration denial. 
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3.3 The County Tax Assessor-Collector shall register or re-register a motor 

vehicle upon receiving Payment Receipt and a Scofflaw Denial / Release 

Form from City that the motor vehicle owner’s traffic law matter is cleared 

pursuant to Section 2.2 above. 

 

3.4 The County Tax  Assessor-Collector  shall  at  any  time  have  the  sole 

authority  and prerogative  to register  or re-register  a motor vehicle where 

there has been a valid transfer of title. 

 

 

4. CONSIDERATION AND PAYMENT. 

 

4.1 The County Tax Assessor-Collector shall present an itemized invoice to 

City within 10 days after the end of each month during the term of this 

Agreement providing case number/citation number, date rejected and 

amount due of each motor vehicle owner for which the County tax 

Assessor-collector refused vehicle registration or re-registration. County 

shall be compensated as allowed by Texas Transportation Code Section 

702.003(3-1) and according to 4.2 below. City’s payment shall be due thirty 

(30) days from the receipt of the invoice.  

 

4.2 City shall assess a $20.00 fee as allowed by Texas Transportation Code 

Section 702.003(e-1) on a person who has an outstanding warrant from City 

for failure to appear or failure to pay a fine on a complaint that involves the 

violation of a traffic law as defined by Texas Transportation Code Section 

702.001(3). The fee shall be assessed as the vehicle owner is flagged by 

City. The fee shall be collected by City and reimbursed to the County Tax 

Assessor-Collector for its expenses for providing services under this 

Agreement.  

 

4.3 In the event the County denies registration and the City subsequently 

dismisses the charges entirely, or otherwise no collection is made, City shall 

not be required to pay County for the registration denial. 

 

4.4 City shall pay to the County the amount of Section 702.003(e-1) fees that 

were collected and invoiced by County. 

 

4.5 City shall, on a quarterly basis, provide County a report reconciling the 

$20.00 Section 702.003(e-1) fees paid to County in the preceding months 

for each citation settled by City during the same time period. The report 

submission shall include payment of any additional amounts owed to 

County pursuant to 4.2 above.  

 

 

5. TERM  AND TERMINATION. 

 

This Agreement shall be effective upon the date of execution by the last party 
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to execute, and shall supersede any other prior Agreements. The Agreement 

shall terminate one year thereafter, and shall automatically renew for a one (1) 

additional, one-year term. This Agreement may be terminated with or without cause at 

any time by either party upon sixty (60) days written notice to the other party. 

 

6. NOTICE. 

 

Official notice shall be by written notice and delivery to all of the parties to this 

Agreement. Delivery shall be by fax or deposit  in  the  United  States  Postal  Service,  first 

class, return  receipt  requested  to: 

 

If to County: County of Hidalgo, Texas 

Attn: Ramon Garcia, County Judge 

302 W. University Dr. 

Edinburg, TX 78539 

 

With Copy to: County Tax Assessor-Collector  

 Attn: Pablo (Paul) Villarreal, Jr. 

2804 US Hwy 281 

Edinburg, TX 78539 

 

If to City of [City Name]: City of [City Name] 

Attn: [Mayor name], Mayor  

[Address] 

[City, State, Zip] 

 

With Copy to: [City Name] Municipal Court 

Attn: [Judge’s Name], Presiding Judge  

[Address] 

[City, State, Zip] 

 

 

7. INDEMNIFICATION. 

 

To the extent allowed by law, County and City agree that both 

County and City shall each be responsible for their own negligent acts or 

omissions or other tortuous conduct in the course of performance of this 

Agreement, without waiving any sovereign or governmental immunity 

available to either County or City under Texas  law and without waiving 

any a v a i l a b l e  d e f e n s e s  u n d e r  Texas l a w . Nothing in this paragraph 

shall be construed t o  c r e a t e  or g r a n t  any rights, contractual or 

otherwise, in or to any third persons or entities. 

 

 

8. FISCAL FUNDING. 

 

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary herein, this Agreement i s  e x p r e s s l y  
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contingent upon the availability of County funding for each item and obligation 

contained herein. City shall have no right of action against the County in regards to this 

Agreement, specifically including any funding by County of this Agreement in the event 

that the County is unable to fulfill its obligations under this Agreement as a result of the 

lack of sufficient funding for any item or obligation from any source utilized to fund this 

Agreement or failure of any funding party to budget or authorize funding for this during 

the current or future fiscal years. In the event of insufficient funding, or if funds 

become unavailable in whole or part, the County, at its sole discretion, may provide 

funds from a separate source or terminate this Agreement. In the event that payments or 

expenditures are made, they shall be made from current funds as required by Chapter 

791 of the Texas Government Code. 

 

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary herein, this Agreement is expressly 

contingent upon the availability of City funding for each item and obligation 

contained herein. County shall have no right of action against City in regards to this 

Agreement, specifically including any funding by City of this Agreement in the 

event that City is unable to fulfill its obligations under this Agreement as a result 

of the lack of sufficient funding for any item or obligation from any source utilized 

to fund this or failure of any funding party to budget or authorize funding for this 

Agreement during the current or future fiscal years. In the event of insufficient 

funding, or if funds become unavailable in whole or part, City, at its sole 

discretion, may provide funds from a separate source or terminate this Agreement. In 

the event that payments or expenditures are made, they shall be made from current 

funds a s  required by Chapter 791 of the Texas Government Code. 

 

 

9. VENUE. 

 

Venue to enforce this Agreement shall lie exclusively in Hidalgo County, 

Texas. 

 

 

10. NONDISCRIMINATION. 

 

Parties to this Agreement shall not discriminate on the basis of race, 

color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, or sexual orientation. 

 

 

11. ENTIRE AGREEMENT, 

 

This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the parties hereto and 

may not be modified except by an instrument in writing executed by the parties hereto as 

herein provided. 

 

 

12. SEVERABILITY. 
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If any provision of this Agreement shall be held invalid, void or 

unenforceable, the remaining provisions hereof shall not be affected or impaired, 

and such remaining provisions shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

 

13. DEFAULT/WAIVER/MITIGATION. 

 

It is not a waiver of default if the non-defaulting party fails to declare immediately a 

default or delays in taking any action. Pursuit of any remedies set forth in this Agreement 

does not preclude pursuit of other remedies in this Agreement or provided by law.  

 

 

14. FEDERAL OR STATE OF TEXAS FUNDING. 

 

In the event that any work or part thereof is funded by State of Texas or U.S. 

Government funding and any statute, rule, regulation, g rant, contract provision or 

other State of Texas or U.S. Government law, rule, regulation or other provision 

imposes additional or greater requirement(s) than stated herein, City agrees to timely 

comply therewith without additional cost or expense to County. 

 

 

15. HEADINGS. 

 

The titles which are used following the number of each paragraph are only 

for convenience in locating various provisions of this Agreement and shall not be 

deemed to affect the interpretation or construction of such provision. 

 

 

16. NUMBER  AND  GENDER. 

 

Words of any gender used in this Agreement shall be held and construed to include 

any other gender; and words in the singular shall include the plural and vice versa, unless 

the text clearly requires otherwise. 

 

 

17. COUNTERPARTS. 

 

This Agreement may be executed in multiple counterparts, each of which 

shall be deemed an original, but all of which shall constitute one and the same 

instrument. 

 

 

18. REMEDIES. 

 

This Agreement shall not be considered as specifying the exclusive remedy for 

any Agreement default , but all remedies existing at law and in equity may be 

availed of by either party to this Agreement and shall be cumulative. 
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THE GOVERNING BODY of the City, by resolution or ordinance, dated 

______________, is hereby authorized  to obtain the services as outlined above.  

 

WITNESS THE HANDS OF THE PARTIES effective as of the day and year first 

written above 
 

       CITY OF HIDALGO 

 

 

       _______________________________ 

       [Mayor’s Name], Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

______________________________ 

[Admin Name], City Administrator 

       HIDALGO COUNTY 

 

 

       _______________________________ 

       Ramon Garcia, County Judge 

 

 

HIDALGO COUNTY TAX  

ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR 

 

 

       _________________________________ 

       Pablo (Paul) Villarreal, Jr. 

ATTEST: 

 

 

________________________________ 

Arturo Guajardo, Jr., County Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

Office of Criminal District Attorney 

Ricardo Rodriguez, Jr. 

 

 

By:_____________________________ 

Josephine Ramirez, Assistant District Attorney  





   

i n t e r o f f i c e  

M E M O R A N D U M 
 

                                        
To:  Mayor and City Commission  

   

From:   Hilda Pedraza, TRMC City Clerk 

 

Subject:     Agenda Item –authorizing City Manager to negotiate a 380 Incentive Program 

Agreement with McAllen Levcal, LLC. 

 

 Date:   February 17
th

, 2015 

 

 

 

No backup information is needed for this item. 

 

 

Thank you.  
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