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MINUTES

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

REGULAR CALLED MEETING

TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 2015 AT 5: 00 P. M.

118 SOUTH CAGE 2
ND

FLOOR

The, Board of Commissioners of the City of Pharr, Texas, met in a Regular Called
Meeting on Tuesday, June 2, 2015 and followingis the recordattendance.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS Mayor Ambrosio

Mayor Pro-Tem Oscar Elizondo

Comm. Eleazar Guajardo

Comm, Roberto Carrillo

Edmund Jr.

Ricardo i

Mario Bracamontes

PRESENT:

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:     None

STAFF Fred Sandoval, City Manager
David Asst. City       . B ilii i .

Hilda i
w

Javier Rodriguez, Director

Juan Guerra,     i Financial is

Ruben Villescas, Police Chief

Jaim'a Guzman, Fire Chief
Frank Marin, Parks & Recreationi .

Roy Garcia,   r ic Works Director

Bremen,Fred Director of Operations

Edward Wylie,       rr Dev. Services Dir.
Adolfori  ,   it Director

Garza,Raul Admin. Servicesi ct

Gary Rodriguez, is Information Officer

Jason pl.  o Director

Roy S. Garcia, r v Center

Sergio r` r   , External AffairsDir.

CITY ATTORNEY Michael rCity Attorney
CITY ENGINEER Bill Ueckert, City Engineer

ITEM 1 CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Hernandez called the meeting Roll Callestablished
quorum.

A) ROLL CALL AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE EXCUSING OF ANY
ABSENT MEMBER OF THE GOVERNING BODY

All present.

B) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE / INVOCATION

Fred in the pledge of allegiancetsaid the
prayer.

ITEM 2 CITY MANAGER' S REPORTS:

City Engineer's
Update on four (4) year street pavingrand/or

B)  CDBG Reports:

Update i iexpansion
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City v t Interest

Legislative/ Project Update

Mayor Hernandez introduced items.

Sandoval,Fred City Manager, stated the CityEngineer
four year street paving programtheir packet and called ill Ueckert for

presentation.

Bill Ueckert, CityEngineer, went over the four year street paving program.
stated the Citydivided i      (    sections: 1- 2 ( Expressway

Central ® 1®   (       to Floodway, and South1 to International

Bridge.  He explainedthe pavingcondition i re crack sealingin which

pavement would last 6 years, repaving in whicht would last about 8 and

reconstruction II streets.

Mayor Hernandez asked about dirt/caliche roads and whichcategory they would
Il under. Bill Ueckert statedthat would be a completestreet with curbr

and were t covered in this tcaliche t I in the

Capital Improvement Projects. Mayor Hernandez statedr clarification that the board
wantedI t covers the entireCity.

Medina iced his concern t Anaya Road not havingr r

and asked if it was consideredreconstruction. Bill Ueckert, Cityi t that

there lot of streetswithout curb and gutter and if the board wouldlike to have
curb and gufter, those streetsidentified.

Bill Ueckert,  City Engineer,  further stated the PavingProgram l included

streets ith curb and gutter or two lanes condition.    i t that a street

like I in the plans1 lot of streetsthat should

paved and curb and gutter shouldincluded to prevent flooding problems.   ill Ueckert

explained the drainageissue was a separateitem and a drainagetshould be done
in the entirei to identify i improvements.  Fred Sandoval,  City Manager,
recommended reviewing the drai t to better meet the needs of the city.

At this ime, Fred Sandoval, City Managercll vir Rodriguez for an

updatell Metro.

Javier Rodriguez, CID Director,  in contactwith it r of

Valleyr i the route extension.  Maribel Contreras,

Assistant Director for Valley Metro, went over current i tpetition

receivedrcitizens th Pharr/Las Milpasto add an extensiont

route.      li the proposedt Id be from Dicker Rd. west to Jackson Rd.,

and south Jackson     . to Military     . into Hidalgo. is r through

Friday, r .

Mayor Hernandez requested thatt ice extension be moved to south

to the Pharr Bridge then on to U. S.  Militarycoverage.
Maldonadoroute in HidalgoMaribel Contreras stated

that it ends at the Hidalgoi ill recommended that the new route end

up at the Pharr Bridge.

Fred 1,  City Manager,  reported the threepolice officers r

hired. He then calledl for a presentation.

Leal,Roberto Pharr International Bridge Liaison, f of Mayor Mario

Lopez, extended an invitation to Mayor Hernandez to visit the cityi t i.

He reported he was currently worki r plan t

promotethe Pharr International i r stated the Citysister

cities in MexicoNacional de Industriales (    I was
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looking into installing new office in Austin or San Antonio. He stated he was pushing to
install office in Pharr. Mr. Leal presented Mayor Hernandez with a token of appreciation.

Sergio Contreras, External Affairs Director, presented a brief overview of the 84
th

Legislature and how it impacts the City of Pharr.   He stated 11, 332 bills were filed in
which 5, 535 passed and 10, 630 resolutions filed in is 5, 909 passed. He stated this

session in itself targeted municipal ordinances and resolutions.  He also stated the

legislature approved $ 209.4 billion two-year budget, a 3. 6 percent increase over the
current one.  The priorities of our legislatures were to reduce property taxes and
franchise taxes. The way of doing this is by increasing homestead exemption from

15, 000 to $25,000, if voters approve this in November. It would also include 25 percent
across the board in the franchise tax rate,

Mr. Contreras went over the 2015 legislative priorities, public safety and border
security, economic development, transportation and international trade, and education
and workforce. He stated House Bill 1887 establishes the Regional Center for Public

Safety Excellence in Pharr and if it grants money to STC,  this will it a Law

Enforcement Center to train local personnel and will have facilities of a shooting range
and a vehicular driving range.    Open Carry Legislation was also discussed. He stated
this allows license holders to carry concealed handguns in public openly and officers will
be allowed to request license the start of the 2016 year. This however will be barred

from carrying at hospitals & bars and campuses will also be able to have the opportunity
to have gun free zones.

Mr.  Contreras reported the he had met with Hidalgo County Metropolitan
Organization, City Manager, and Public Works Director, Roy Garcia, to identify funding
for Owassa Road which may be moved- up by one year.

Mayor Hernandez thanked Sergio Contreras for all his efforts. Comm. Maldonado

expressed concern about Border Safety Program with Winter Texan visitors and funding
for program. Sergio Contreras stated that most funding would come from the Texas
Department of Public Safety (DPS) and various increases in education.

At this time Fred Sandoval, City Manager, stated they would deviate from the
agenda and discuss item 6A. There was no objection.

ITEM 6 CONTRACTSIAGREEMENTS:

A) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT
WITH CAMERON COUNTY REGIONAL MOBILITY AUTHORITY

Fred Sandoval,   City Manager,   introduced the item and welcomed Pete

Sepulveda, Cameron County Judge.

Pete Sepulveda,  Cameron County Judge,  stated he was before them in his

capacity as Executive Director of the Cameron County Regional Mobility Authority
RMA). He congratulated newly elected Mayor and Commissioners and stated in the

past, Cameron County and the it of Pharr have worked together on several projects

and looks forward for the continued relationship. He stated the Cameron County RMA
has been in existence for the past 11 years and stated they were currently working on 2
projects consisting of the conversion of U. S.  Highway 77 to an interstate standard
highway and the other project was the second crossway from the mainland to South
Padre Island.  He stated over 40% of the traffic on weekends originated from Hidalgo

County area. He stated his purpose today was to discuss State Highway 550 toll road
project which connects Interstate l®       with the Port of Brownsville by an approximate
10 it stretch.  He stated the connector was a two- lane connector which should be
completed within a week to 10 days. Adrian Rincones, C. F. O., thanked the Mayor and

Commissioners as well as the Bridge Board members for recommending approval of
the agreement.  He presented Interoperability Agreement highlights in regards to the
Pharr International Bridge toll fees and added revenue to the City of Pharr by allowing
commercial traffic from Mexico. Additional interoperability benefits would be that the City
would already have an established toll road with room for growth in the future with an
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establishedvendor. Also customers would be ableHighway

bridge toll fees by utilizingtag pass. Mayor Hernandezit
taxes would be chargedcitizens Pharr but in fact, this project

revenue to the Citythat this project1 x i the City

Elizondo moved to approve. Comm. Carrillomotion
vote,when put to a it carriedi vote iComm.

Maldonado voted againstitem.

consideredITEM
3 CONSENT AGENDA:   (Ali items listed under consent Agenda are

and will be enacted by one motion.   Any Commissioner may remove
items from the consent agenda by making such request prior to a
motion and vote on the Consent Agenda)

A) APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR APRIL 21 2015 — REGULAR CALLED

MEETING

B) PUBLIC HEARING:  SOLICITATION OF COMMENTS ON EDWARD

BYRNE MEMORIAL JUSTICE ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAM FY
2015 AWARD FOR  $ 21, 435.00 FOR THE PURCHASE OF MOBILE
DATA TERMINALS

C) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION,  IF 9 ON PLANNING & ZONING

PUBLIC HEARING

1.   Maria Dolores Montenegro, d/ b/ a Pate's lace, requested renewal of the Conditional

Use Permit to allow the sale of alcoholic beverages for on- premise consumption in a
Business District ( C-2). The property is legally described as the West 8. 6 feet Lot 2
and all of Lot 3 , Block 30,  Pharr Original Townsite Subdivision, Pharr,  Hidalgo

County,  Texas.  The properties physical address is 226 West State Avenue.
CUP# 990583

2.     II Square, Inc., represented y Mr. Ramiro Armendariz,   / / a Jacie's, requested

renewal of the Conditional Use Permit and Late Hours Permit to allow the sale of
alcoholic beverages for on- premise consumption in a General Business District ( C).
The prosy is legally escri ed as Colonia Santa Barbara,   150' of Lots  - 10, Block

1,  Pharr,  Hidalgo County,  Texas. The properties physical address is 819 West
Ferguson.  CUP# 1204119

3.   National Concessions Services, Ltd., c/o Maria E. Megret, requested renewal of the
Conditional Use Permit to allow the sale of alcoholic beverages for on- premise
consumption in a General Business District ( C). The property is legally described as
Lot 1, Ti -  ® Tex Subdivision, Pharr, Hidalgo County, Texas. The properties physical
address is 3000 North Cage Boulevard.  CUP# 110535

4.   Raul Fon d/ b/ a Junction Cafe, requested renewal of the Conditional Use Permit to
allow the sale of alcoholic beverages for on- premise consumption in a Business
District( C-2). The prosy is legally described as Lot 1 and the ST of Lot 2, Block 1,
J. T.  Doster Subdivision,  Pharr,  Hidalgo County,  Texas. The properties physical
address is 11 South Cage Boulevard.  CUP#9112 1

Fred val, City Manager, introduced i

Mayor Hernandez the public hearing.

Kenneth Fletcher voiced is concern withitem 313 and suggested that the Police
Department hook up devices to policeit . He statedit t Lowes have

safetyissues and the noisei i t all

ordinances Fletcher recommended that the Cityv inter-

departmental meetings to stay up to par on ordinances.    lStreet

alreadywasing and suggested a meeting should be scheduled withit is

and Code Compliance ring his concerns.
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Lupe Chavez voiced his concern with item 3B and asked that the board deny or
tabled the request.  He stated Police Internal Affairs had cases for misuse of public

funds and the hiring of Denton & Navarro Law Firm to squash subpoenas in criminal

trials which is completely against the Collective Bargaining Agreement with the Pharr
Police Department and advised to the Mayor to look into the Internal Affairs Policy. Mr.
Chavez also mentioned conflict of interest amongst attorneys being it for above
mentioned items.  He further stated the police department did not operate their vehicles

properly it using data devices and also had reports of stolen weapons because staff
is not keeping track of the key card swipes at the Police Department, which is a problem
by not knowing what officer went into a certain storage unit.

Mayor Hernandez thanked both Mr. Fletcher and Mr. Chavez for their comments

and stated that they would investigate their comments and concerns further.  There
being no further public comments, the public hearing was closed.

Comm. Maldonado moved to approve. Comm. Medina seconded the motion and

when put to a vote, it carried unanimously.

REGULAR AGENDA — OPEN SESSION:

ITEM 4 ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:

A) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON CONSIDERATION AND
ACTION,  IF ANY,  ON ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO.0-
2012-33 ADOPTING THE CITY OF PHARR PURCHASING MANUAL
TABLED)

Fred Sandoval, it Manager, introduced the it Juan Guerra, Chief Financial
Officer, recommended that the it remain tabled.

B) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON CONSIDERATION AND
ACTION,  IF ANY,  ON ORDINANCE DESIGNATING THE CITY OF
PHARR— TIF REINVESTMENT ZONE #2 ( TABLED)

Fred Sandoval,    it Manager, introduced the it Juan Guerra, Chief Financial
Officer, recommended that the it remain tabled.

C) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF ANY, ON ORDINANCE AMENDING
ORDINANCE NO. 0-2010-32 ( PUBLIC COMMENTS)

Fred Sandoval,   it Manager, introduced the item.

Michael Pruneda,  City Attorney,  recommended the ordinance be approved on
one reading.

Comm.  Elizondo moved to approve. Comm.  Maldonado seconded the motion

and when put to a vote, it carried unanimously.

Ordinance No. 0-2015-28 is filed with the City Clerk' s Office.

D) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION,  IF ANY,  RATIFYING RESOLUTION

APPOINTING A MAYOR PRO TEM AND ALTERNATE MAYOR PRO
TEM

Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item.

Comm. Carrillo moved to approve. Comm. Bracamontes seconded the motion

and when put to a vote, it carried unanimously.

Resolution No. R-2015-31 is it with the City Clerk' s Office.
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E)  CONSIDERATION AND ACTION,    IF a ON RESOLUTION

APPOINTING/ RE-APPOINTING MEMBERS TO THE PHARR PUBLIC
FACILITIES CORPORATION # 1 BOARD OF DIRECTORS ( UNEXPIRED

Fred City Manager, introduced item.

Carrillo appoint Mayor Ambrosio Hernandez, Comm. Eleazar
rCarrillo,      liJr.,  Comm.

Edmund Maldonado,    ., Comm. RicardoMedina, and Comm.  Marior

the Pharr iFacilities tion  # 1 Board of Directors.   Comm.   Elizondo

seconded the motion and when put to a vote, it carriedunanimously.

Resolution is filedi the CityClerk'si    .

F)  CONSIDERATION AND ACTION,    IF a ON RESOLUTION

APPOINTING/ RE-APPOINTING MEMBERS TO THE PHARR PUBLIC
FACILITIES CORPORATION # 2 BOARD OF DIRECTORS ( UNEXPIRED

Fred 1, City Manager, introduced the item.

Carrillo to appoint Mayor Ambrosio Hernandez, r

Guajardo,  Comm.  Roberto  " Bobby"  Carrillo,  Comm.  Oscar Elizondo,  Jr.,  Comm.

Edmund Maldonado, Jr., Comm.  RicardoMedina, and Comm.  Marior t

the Pharr Publicilii r i Directors.   Comm.   Elizondo

seconded the motion and when put to a vote, it carriedunanimously.

Resolution R-2015-33 is filed it i Clerk's ic  .

G) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION,    IF a ON RESOLUTION

APPOINTINGIRE-APPOINTING MEMBERS TO THE PHARR PUBLIC
FACILITIES CORPORATION # 3 BOARD OF DIRECTORS ( UNEXPIRED

Fred 1, City Manager, introduced the item.

Carrillo i Ambrosio r

Guajardo,  Comm.  Roberto  " Bobby"  Carrillo,  Comm.  Oscar Elizondo,  Jr.,  Comm.

Edmund Maldonado,    ., Comm.  RicardoMedina,  rio Bracamontes t

the Pharri ilii Corporation r Directors.   i

motionsecondedthe t  , it carried unanimously.

Resolution is filed i iClerk'si    .

H) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION,    IF a ON RESOLUTION

APPOINTING/ RE-APPOINTING BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR THE
TAX INCREMENT REINVESTMENT ZONE NUMBER ONE ( UNEXPIRED

Fred it introduced the item.

Maldonadoi t Comm.  Oscar Elizondo,  Jr.,

Eleazar Guajardo, Comm. RicardoTi io Bracamontes to the Tax

Increment Reinvestment Zone Number One Board of Directors.  Comm.  Elizondo

motionsecondedthe it carriedunanimously.

Resolution is filedi the City i   .

1)   CONSIDERATION AND ACTION,    IF a ON

RESOLUTIONAPPOINTINGONE    ( 1)    MEMBER TO THE CIVIL SERVICE

COMMISSION ( UNEXPIRED TERM)
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Fred Sandoval,   i introduced item.

Carrillo i Vittorio t to the CivilService

Commission. i vote,  it

carried unanimously.

Resolution is filedit the CityClerk'si    .

J)  CONSIDERATION AND ACTION,    IF 8 ON RESOLUTION

AUTHORIZING POLICE DEPARTMENT TO SUBMIT APPLICATION

AND ACCEPT EDWARD BYRNE MEMORIAL JUSTICE ASSISTANCE
GRANT PROGRAM FY2015 AWARD FOR   $ 21, 435 FOR THE

PURCHASE OF MOBILE DATA TERMINALS PROJECT

Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item.

Mayor Hernandez the time table i t. Robert Garcia
stated evaluation i submitting the grant application
whichli

After a briefdiscussion, Comm. Carrilloi t to

bring item back beforethe boardti i it

party to review   (      ti t forth earlier.  Comm. Elizondomotion

and when put to a vote, it carried unanimously.

Resolution 7 is filed i i Clerk's Office.

K) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION,    IF a ON RESOLUTION
AUTHORIZING POLICE DEPARTMENT TO SUBMIT THE 2015

ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES ( COPS) HIRING GRANT PROGRAM
APPLICATION

Fred val, City Manager, introduced item.

Carrillo vmotion

when t to a vote, (     rri unanimously.

Resolution is filedi the CityClerk'si    .

ITEM 5 ADMINISTRATIVE:

A) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION,  IF a ON RECOMMENDATIONS

FOR PROJECTS WITHIN THE PHARR LAND PORT OF ENTRY ( LPOE)
FACILITY FUNDED THROUGH THE TXDOT COORDINATED BORDER
INFRASTRUCTURE (CB1) PROGRAM

Fred Sandoval,   it r, introduced the item.

Bill Ueckert, CityEngineer, had a brief presentation,

City i ion had already read overi in agenda packet. Therefore,
presentationno

Elizondo moved to approve.     imotion and

when put to a vote, icarried unanimously.

B) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION,    IF 4 ON 2015
TEXASINTERNATIONALPRODUCE ASSOCIATION GOLF TOURNAMENT

SPONSORSHIP FOR 8 000

Fred Sandoval,   i introduced item
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Elizondo moved to approve. Comm. Guajardomotion
vote,when put to a it carriedunanimously.

C) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION,    IF a ON 2015

FOROINTERNACIONALINDEX REYNOSA SPONSORSHIP FOR 4000PESOSa072 US DOLLARS)

Fred i introduced the item.

Elizondo moved to approve.    j r cmotion

vote,when put to a it carr7ie—dunanimously.

D) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION,  IF 9 ON 2 ND ANNUAL
PHARRPOLICEATHLETIC LEAGUE FISHING TOURNAMENT SPONSORSHIP

FOR 9 000

Fred i introduced the item.

Maldonadorove. Comm. Carrillo seconded the motion

vote,when put to a it carrijd—unanimously.

E) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION, IF 9 ON 2015 HAVANA

NIGHTSSPONSORSHIPFOR a 000

Fred Sandoval, City r, introduced the item.

Elizondo moved to approve. Comm. Guajardomotion
when put to a vote, i rri i

ACTION,F)  CONSIDERATION AND IF 9
AUTHORIZING

ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE SALE AND/OR AUCTION OF PROPERTY
LEGALLY DESCRIBED AS LOT a

BLOCK a
PHARR ORIGINAL

TOWNSITE9 a HIDALGO COUNTY,

Sandoval,     

TEXAS

Fred City Manager,  introduced item and stated the physical

Avenue.address of the property was 211 West Newcombe (Park)

Elizondo moved to approve. Comm. Carrillomotion
when put to a vote, it car7rie—dunanimously.

G) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION,      IF a

notice

AUTHORIZING

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS FOR HEALTH INSURANCE SERVICES
FOR FY 2015-2016

Fred Sandoval, City Manager, introduced the item and stated he had received
lue Cross Blue Shieldinforming of the 26% increase.

Carrillo rmotion

vote,when put to a i     - r—ried unanimously.

ACTION,H) CONSIDERATION AND IF a
APPOINTING INTERIM CITY

MANAGER WITH MODIFIED DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Fred Sandoval, City introduced the item

Guajardo moved to appointJ r Interim i r subject

bi-weekly increase,    l personnel actionto be brought
board r approval, and for him not to have authorityit itpersonnel

disciplinary aci
imotion

vote,when put to a it carriedi 1  .
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ITEM 6 CONTRACTS/AGREEMENTS

ACTION,B) CONSIDERATION AND IF
7 ON TERMINATION OF

AGREEMENT FOR PROVISION OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

BETWEEN THE CITY OF PHARR AND THE PHARR ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 11

Fred v I, City Manager, introduced the item and stated no actionwould
taken t this time.

C) CONSIDERATION AND ACTION,  IF ANY,  ON LETTER OF INTENT
WITH LCNG/ ECO-FUELS INTERNATIONAL FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF
ANAEROBIC DIGESTER/CHEMICAL PROCESSING PLANT

Fred v I, City Manager, introduced the item.

Jeff Lloyd, LCNG/ Eco Fuels International, made a briefr f istated
this was a pilot program for waste-to-energyti this non- binding
letter ofit ies were beingr i   .

Carrillo to approve subject to legal review.      i
motionsecondedthe vote, it carriedunanimously.

ITEM 7 CLOSED SESSION:    IN ACCORDANCE WITH CHAPTER 551 OF THE
TEXAS GOV' T. CODE,  THE PHARR BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
HEREBY GIVES NOTICE THAT IT WILL MEET IN EXECUTIVE SESSION
TO DISCUSS THE ITEMS LISTED ON THE PUBLIC PORTION OF THE
MEETING AGENDA, INCLUDING ITEMS 3 – 6

Mayor Hernandez statedthe timei       :1 the Board of Commissioners
would be enteringi in accordancei
Code to discussitems listed in the publicportion
Sections 551, 072,    084 and 551 087

SESSION,ITEM 8 RECONVENE INTO REGULAR AND CONSIDER ACTION, IF

NECESSARY ON ANY ITEM(S) DISCUSSED IN EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mayor Hernandez stated the timei the board had completed its
closed sessioni ti    .

ITEM 9 ADJOURNMENT:

There i r business to come beforeboard,  rri I
to adjourn.  Comm. Elizondo seconded the motionvote, the- i;—otion
carried i I .   Meeting adjourned

CITY OF PH 7R

RNIB SIO HER
MAYOR
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STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF HIDALGO

CITY OF PHARR

ON THIS THE 2 ND DAY OF JUNE, 2015 the Board i i rCity
convenedofPharr, Texas in a REGULAR CALLED MEETING at the Commissioner's

Room located t 118 S. Cage, 2 Id Floor, Pharr, Texas.  The meetingi the

publicice of said meeting, giving the date, place, subject, hereof, having
posted in accordancei rMeetings

beingandthere t a quorum,  , HILDA PEDRAZA, CITY CLERK, of the City
Texas, certify that this is a true and correct copy of the minutes.

HILDA
e
CITY CLER[e1
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