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PHARR — City efforts to boost Pharr’s commercial revenues may be working.

A quarterly report shows Pharr’s December 2010 sales tax revenues were up more than 24 percent compared to the same month the previous year, a bigger jump than any other city in the Valley.

The data represent a turnabout for Pharr, which has typically been toward the bottom in rankings of Valley sales tax growth.

McAllen and Mercedes both saw fewer sales tax dollars in December 2010 than 2009.

Over the course of the 2010 calendar year, Pharr was ranked fifth for its 2.2 percent growth in sales tax, ahead of cities including McAllen, Brownsville, Edinburg and Harlingen. Mission saw the greatest growth during that time, at 4.5 percent.

 “McAllen’s the big boy in the area—the capital of retail,” said Finance Director Juan Guerra. “But that could be changing.”

Guerra noted that, beyond Pharr, new retail strips in Edinburg and Mission have also drawn shoppers.

Pharr has made great efforts to improve its sales tax revenues in recent years, and has been particularly successful with last September’s opening of Pappadeaux Seafood Kitchen, which proved an immediate boon for the city.

“We do ask our citizens to shop in Pharr first,” Guerra said. “There’s been more focus (on that) in recent years.”

The report also showed that while the city may be making more in sales tax, municipal court collections from things like tickets and fines were down more than $72,000 compared to the previous year.

While most departments were within budget, expenditures were significantly higher than expected for the police and fire departments due to raised salaries and incentives put in place last fall.

Generally, however, the finance department said revenues are positive in the city. Overall, sales tax has been up about 20 percent in the last two months.

“There’s money in Pharr,” Guerra said.
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