
   
COMBINED NOTICE: 

NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FONSI) AND 
NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS 

 
June 11, 2013 

 
 

City of Pharr, Texas 
Office of the City Manager 

118 S. Cage Blvd. 
Pharr, Tx 78577 

 
 

TO ALL INTERESTED AGENCIES, GROUPS AND PERSONS:  
  

 
Notice of Intent to Request a Release of Funds  

 
On or about June 27th, 2013, the City of Pharr will request the U.S. Housing and Urban Development 
Department (HUD) to release Federal funds authorized under the Community Development Block Grant 
funds under Title 1 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, for its B-12-MC-48-0507 
Program Year.  The City of Pharr expects to directly fund the following project using approximately 
$649,121.00 of the City’s Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Entitlement funds: 
 
Project Location: 
 
3700 N. Raiders Drive (5 acres of undeveloped land) 
 
The plans for Dr. Long City Park include a seven foot wide, 1/4 mile concrete walking trail, two 
outdoor basketball courts, four barbeque/picnic areas, a restroom facility, irrigation, and 
landscaping. This five acre park development will feature a special needs play area that will 
consist of an ADA compliant 39’X46’ play structure with safety surface, and  22’X15’ ADA skill and 
learning playground panels that will surround the play structure. The play structure will include 
slides, deck areas, and game areas; the panels surrounding the play structure will showcase 
colorful music panels such as drums, horns, chimes, and bells that help children with special 
needs develop a sense of discovery. These panels will also help to promote an auditory 
awareness during play. Another unique aspect of this park entails the forming of a 20’ high 
landscape berm that will certainly add character and aesthetic qualities to this proposed park.   

 
Notice of FONSI 

  
The City of Pharr also gives notice that it has been determined that the release of funds for the above 
projects will not constitute an action significantly affecting the quality of the human environment and 
accordingly the City of Pharr has decided not to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement under the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA, 42 USC 4321).  
  
The reasons for the decision not to prepare such Statement are as follows:  No serious 
environmental adverse impacts or hazards were identified in the course of the environmental 
review.   
 
An Environmental Review Record (ERR) respecting the proposed project has been made by the City of 
Pharr which documents the environmental review of the project and more fully sets forth the reasons why 
such a Statement is not required.  This Environmental Review Record is on file at the City of Pharr- 
Department of Community Development, 118 S. Cage Rd, 4th Floor, Pharr, Tx. 78577.  The records are 



available for public examination and copying upon request between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday.  Please contact Santiago Salinas at 956-702-5360 for further information.  No 
further environmental review of such project is proposed to be conducted prior to the request for release 
of Federal funds.  
   

Public Comments on Finding  
  
All interested agencies, groups, and persons disagreeing with this decision are invited to submit written 
comments for consideration. Such written comments should be received at the City of Pharr’s address 
listed above on or before May 9, 2013.  All such comments so received will be considered and the City of 
Pharr will not request the release of Federal funds or take any administrative action on the proposed 
projects prior to the date specified in the preceding sentence.  
 

Release of Funds 
  
The City of Pharr will undertake the project described above with CDBG Program funds allocated to the 
City under Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974.  The City of Pharr is certifying 
to HUD that Mayor Leopoldo “Polo” Palacios Jr. in his official capacity as Pharr’s Certifying Officer is 
consenting to accept the jurisdiction of Federal courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in 
relation to environmental reviews, decision-making, and action; and that these responsibilities have been 
satisfied.  The legal effect of the certification is that upon its approval, Pharr may use the CDBG funds 
and HUD will have satisfied its responsibilities under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969.  
  

Objections to HUD and Release of Funds 
 

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development San Antonio Field Office, Region IV will 
consider objections to this release of funds and the City of Pharr certification received by July 15, 2013 or 
a period of fifteen days from its receipt of the request, whichever is later, HUD will accept an objection to 
its approval only if it is on one of the following bases: (a) that the certification was not in fact executed by 
the certifying officer of the City of Pharr; or (b) that the City of Pharr's environmental review record for the 
project indicated omission of a required decision finding or step applicable to the project in the 
environmental review process; or (c) the City of Pharr has committed funds or incurred costs not 
authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before approval of a release of funds by HUD or (d) another federal agency 
acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written finding that the project is unsatisfactory from 
the standpoint of environmental quality. Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with 
the required procedure (24 CFR Part 58) and may be addressed to:  
 
 

U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban Development 
H.F. Garcia Federal Bldg/U.S. Courthouse 

615 E. Houston Street, Suite 347 
San Antonio, Texas 78205 

 
 
 

Objections to the release of funds on bases other than those stated above will not be considered by HUD.  
Potential objectors should contact the HUD Office to verify the actual last day of the objection period.  
  
 
Leopoldo “Polo” Palacios Jr., Mayor  
City of Pharr 
   


