
ORDINANCE NO: O -2026 - 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NOS. O-2025- 46; O- 2013- 20 AND O- 

2012- 11; ESTABLISHING REQUIREMENTS, CATEGORIES, FEES, AND

ADMINISTRATIVE APPROVAL FOR PUBLIC AMUSEMENTS, OPEN- AIR MARKETS, 

FARMERS MARKETS, TENT SHOWS, TEMPORARY OUTDOOR COMMERCIAL

EVENTS, AND OTHER APPLICABLE EVENTS OR ACTIVITIES; PRESERVING ALL
REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO STATUTORY MASS GATHERINGS UNDER

TEXAS HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE CHAPTER 751; AUTHORITY; AREA; 

DEFINITIONS; PROHIBITIONS; EXCEPTIONS; ENFORCEMENT, PUNISHMENT, 

PENALTIES AT LAW AND EQUITY; INCLUSION IN PHARR CODE OF

ORDINANCES; INCORPORATION OF OTHER ORDINANCES; REPEALING

CONFLICTING ORDINANCES AND EFFECTIVE DATE

WHEREAS, the City of Pharr hereby acts in exercising its legislative powers to

define acts and prohibit the commission of those acts that may be detrimental to the public
health, safety, and welfare of the residents of the City of Pharr or persons located within
its corporate boundaries; and

WHEREAS, the City of Pharr hereby acts to further the interests of the residents, 
vendors, and potential attendees of related entertainment, public amusements, 

commercial open-air markets, and mass gatherings; and

WHEREAS, the City of Pharr finds that the regulation of outdoor market events
promotes economic activity, food access, and community vitality while ensuring public
safety, cleanliness, and orderly use of public and private property. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

OF THE CITY OF PHARR, THAT: 

SECTION 1: AUTHORITY AND AREA

A. Legal Authority

The provisions contained herewith are allowed pursuant to the legislative powers of a
home rule municipality, and are in accordance with Texas Local Government Code, 
Chapter 215, Subchapter O, § 215.071- 215.075. 

B. Jurisdiction and Enforcement

1, The City of Pharr hereby adopts and enacts this Ordinance that shall be
enforceable within the municipality' s municipal boundaries and extra -territorial

jurisdiction. 

2. This Ordinance and provisions herewith shall be included in the Pharr Code of
Ordinances. 





Tax Compliance Requirement: Pursuant to V.T.C.A., Tax Code § 151. 304, as may be

amended from time to time, any organizer or operator seeking to host an event geared
towards an actual commercial market is strictly required to hold a valid Texas Sales Tax
Permit, collect applicable sales taxes from transactions, and transmit those collected

revenues to the State Comptroller. 

Exemption for Ordinary Business Operations: This Ordinance does not apply to the
normal day- to- day operations of a lawfully established business conducted at a fixed, 
permanent location operating under all required licenses, permits, and certificates of
occupancy, unless the activity otherwise qualifies as a regulated event under this
Ordinance. 

SECTION 3: APPLICATION AND OTHER PROCEDURES

A. Application Deadlines

General Public Amusements & OpenAir Markets: Not less than forty-five (45) 
days before the date on which the event or activity is to be held, any person or

representatives of the organized activity shall file a permit or license application
with the Special Events Department. 

Public Schools and Churches: Any public school or church organization shall, 

not less than seven ( 7) days before the date on which a public event is to be held, 

file a permit or license application with the Special Events Department. 

B. Application Fees and Frequency Limits

Event Category IlFee R Event Frequency & Limits

Tier 1: General Public

Amusements 500.00 per Valid only for the specific dates
application, due approved on the individual

Carnivals, Circuses, upon approval application. 

Concerts, Expositions) 

Tier 2: Temporary Outdoor
Commercial Event, Open - 

Air Market, Farmers Market, 250.00 per
Strict Limit: Each approved

or Tent Show application, due
application permits the organizer to

Commercial Markets, Flea upon approvalp pp
host up to two (2) events per
calendar month. 

Markets, Farmers Markets, 

Bazars) 





11. Insurance: Copy of the general and/ or special liability insurance policy and
declarations and/or bonds of $ 1, 000,000 covering event personnel, visitors, 

invitees, and participants. 

12. Tax Certifications ( For Tier I & 2 Only): Proof of a valid Texas Sales Tax

Permit/ Tax Certificate for the transmission of sales taxes to the State Comptroller. 

D. Review Process

Following timely submission of the application and all required materials, the application
shall be subject to review by: 

1. Director or designee of the Special Events Department

2. Director or designee of the Code Compliance Department

3. Director or designee of Public Works Department

4. Director or designee of Parks & Recreation Department

5. Director or designee of Maintenance Department

6. Director or designee of the Public Health Department

7. Fire Chief or designee

8. Police Chief or designee

9. City Manager or designee

E. Decision Authority

The reviewing personnel shall submit to the City Manager a report stating individual

recommendations including approval, denial, conditions, or other fees required for

compliance or to reimburse the City for costs. The City Manager shall have final authority
in consideration of the application. 

F. Approval Criteria

Factors considered for approval shall include: 

1. Adequacy of the event location. 

2. Dates and times of the activity and potential conflicts with city -sponsored events, 

3. Availability of City staff, law enforcement, fire prevention, emergency medical

services, and public works personnel necessary to ensure public safety without

compromising existing municipal operations. 

4. Maximum expected attendance. 

5. Reasonableness of clean-up procedures. 





H. Grounds for Revocation

Any code compliance officer, health inspector, fire marshal, or police officer may

recommend, and the City Manager or their designee may execute, the immediate

revocation of an issued permit before or during an event for any of the following reasons: 

1. Violation of Conditions: The organizer fails to comply with any specific restriction

or condition placed upon the approved permit. 

2. Ordinance Non -Compliance: The event is being conducted in direct violation of

any provision of this Ordinance, the Pharr Code of Ordinances, or applicable Texas
state laws ( including DSHS food handling rules and Texas State Comptroller tax
rules). 

3. Failure to Maintain Safety Plans: The organizer fails to maintain the safety, 

medical, traffic, or clean- up plans submitted in their application during the active
hours of the event. 

4. Unapproved Vendor Activity: The organizer knowingly allows vendors to operate
in violation of Section 4 (such as selling prohibited items or uninspected foods) and

fails to immediately rectify the hazard upon administrative notice. 

5. Emergent Public Threat: An imminent threat to public health or safety arises at
the event site ( e.g., severe weather hazards, structural instability of tents/ rides, 
severe crowd control failure, or active riots). 

I. Notice and Effect of Revocation

1. Notice Delivery: Notice of a permit revocation may be delivered to the organizer, 
promoter, or on -site event representative either verbally or in writing. 

2. Immediate Cease and Desist: Upon receiving notice of revocation, the organizer

shall immediately command the cessation of all event activities, require all vendors
o halt sales, and safely disperse attendees. Continued operation after a notice of

revocation constitutes an unpermitted event under Section 5(A) and is subject to

immediate physical closure, seizure of unpermitted structures, and maximum daily
civil or criminal penalties. 

J. Right of Appeal

1. Any applicant whose permit has been denied or revoked by the City Manager may
appeal the decision. The applicant must first submit a written request for

administrative review to the City Manager or designee within five (5) business days

of the written notice of denial or revocation. The City Manager or designee shall
review the decision and issue a written determination affirming, modifying, or

reversing the original decision. 





3. Labeling Compliance: All packaged foods, including items sold under the Texas

Cottage Food Law, must be properly labeled with the item's name, presence of
major allergens, and a statement indicating the food is made in a home kitchen. 

4. Temperature Control: Vendors selling potentially hazardous foods requiring
refrigeration ( below 41° F) or hot holding ( above 135° F) must demonstrate proper
equipment and monitoring methods to the Public Health Director or their designee. 

SECTION 5: GENERAL PROHIBITIONS, EXCEPTIONS, AND UNAUTHORIZED

COMMERCIAL USE OF CITY PROPERTY

A. Prohibited Activities

1. False Information/ Unpermitted Events: It is unlawful to submit false information

or materials, or to conduct an event without final written approval and necessary
permits from the City of Pharr. 

2. ' Conspiracy to Circumvent: It is unlawful to conspire to circumvent this Ordinance

by allowing unauthorized use, transfer, or possession of a permit, license, or other
authorization. 

3. Frequency Violations: It is unlawful for a Tier 2 Open -Air Market Permit holder to
host more than two ( 2) events per calendar month under a single permit
application. The City Manager may, in writing, waive or modify these frequency
limitations when deemed necessary for City -sponsored events, regionally

significant events, or other special circumstances that serve the public interest. 

B. Exceptions

1. This Ordinance does not apply to events contracted or sponsored by the City of
Pharr. 

2. Non- profit organization, public school, and church events are exempt from

application fees and shall be handled through the Special Events Department. 

C. Unauthorized Personal Commercial Use of City Property

1. Public Purpose Requirement: Municipal property must be used exclusively for
public purposes. The utilization of city -owned land, buildings, parks, time, or

equipment to operate a personal, private, for-profit business is strictly prohibited
unless it explicitly serves a certified public benefit and has been formally authorized

by the city governing body. 

2. Mandatory Authorization Process: No private, for- profit commercial activity
including but not limited to unapproved concession stands, food trucks, 

commercial vendor services, or open- air market stalls) may operate on city
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